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School News

February

25th. The Sanawar Special pulled into Kalka
and the-well rested vocal chords of the beggar
women began exercising once more. Sanawarians
were busy running up and down the station, greeting
friends and exchanging news. Home, momentarily
forgotten in the excitment, was mentioned only in
reference to pictures and parties. Sanawar awoke

from her winter sleep as excited children filled her
corners. The evening was spent in exchanging gossip.

Mr. Bhave came back in double harness {and
glad we are to welcome Mrs. Bhave), while Mr. and
Mrs. Atma Ram brought a future Sanawarian in
their son.

We welcome Mr. and Mrs. Ravi Batra and
family to Sanawar and we hope that they will be
happy in our fold.

Our congratulations to Mr. Kemp on his

appointment as Vice Principal.

26th. Distribution of kit and the tidying of
dormitories occupied the morning. The bracing cold
winds make every one shiver, making them view the
heat of the plains with more than scant longing
The film “Importance of being Earnest ”, was screen-
ed in the Barne Hall.

27th. New admissions trickling in. Principal
and Bursar coping with a monumental pile of work.

28th, New comers still pouring in.  Staff have
a.meeting in the common room.

March

Ist. Assembly was followed by the issuing of
Text books. The afterncon was spent by B. D. in
being measured. Statements such as the 4 “dabba’s”
of “ghee” my mother compeiled me to eat at home
enabled me to grow 4 inches were heard for the rest
of the day. “ The Blue Veil” was screened in the
evening. .
2nd. Distribution of stationery followed by
normal school routine. Cricket Net practice for
“Staff and First XT.
i 4th. “A Run for your Money ” was screened
in the evening.

5th. Cricket season was ushered in by a festi-
val match between the Principal’s XTI and the First
XI played at Barnes. First XTI batting first were
all out for 125 runs. Amritbir was the top scorer
with 31 followed by Mr. Extras 29. Gill scored 22.
Chahal (O. S.), Mr. Bhalerao, Mr. Mundkur and Mr.
Sinha bowled well. Their bowling flgures being 3 for
28, 3 for 30, 4 for 39 and 1 for 8 respectively.
Principal’s XI replied with 127 runs. Thus beating
the -First XI by 2 runs. Chahal batted splendidly
and scored 62 while Mr. Kemp and Mr. Sikund
scored 31 and 11 runs respectively. The most
successful bowlers on the School side were Bhargava
(4 for 54) and Himat Singh (3 for 13). High tea for
Staff and School XT after the match.
Congratulations to S.S. Gill on his appoint-
ment as Cricket Captain.
¢th. Games and hobbies commence
7th. Epidemic in the Senior School :—
““ Hallo, oh, my darling,
- Have you had the flu?
“ Oh, yes, mother darling”,
Tts driiled me through and through™.
10th. Dr. Billon gave an extremely learned
talk to fifth and sixth formers outlining the impor-

tance of religion in world history. He quoted
various authors to show that science............... the
modern be-all and end-all......... could never provide

all the answers to life’s problems, but that both reli-
gion and philosophy had indispensable parts to play.
He referred back to Europe in the Middle Ages where
the dominence of religion had produced a very
attractive form of society. He maintained that, with
the vast improvements in communicatic=s and travel
facilities, it is inevitable that eventually onc ‘system’
will prevail. The choice, he said, which lay beiween
communism on the one hand and religion (particu-
larly Christian) on the other would have to be made
by the modern generation.

11th. Mr. Mundkur takes the First XI firmly
in hand. ¢ The Adventurer ¥ was screened in the
evening. Though it was more interesting than the
last film it was still classified as a bore.

13th. Prep. & P.T cancelled for another week.
17th. 1st meating of the Friday Forum at
7-30 p. m. The questions answered ably by the:




panel composed of Principal, (Chairman) Mr. Kemp,
Dr. Thomas, Dr. Sakhuja, Miss Chaterjee, Mrs.
Kemp, Mrs. Lyall, Mr. Gore, Mr. Sinha, Mr. Bhale-
rao, David and Mr. Sikund.

18th. S. C. results announced. Film: * Mad
about Men ».

20th. Prep commences. P.T, cancelled for
yet another week,

25th. After a long run of boring pictures, film
‘“ Divided Heart > was a relief.
5

"Editor’s Note /
This copy of the News-letter come to all Old

Sanawarians at a cost of Rs. 3/-. This amount of
Rs. 3/-is meant to cover your annual membership
subscription to the Society and the cost of the News-
fetter. Our mailing list for future News-letters will
be based on those who have paid this Rs. 3/- sub-
scription. The fact that you are reading these notes
will entitle you to receive all future copies fairly
regularly: if you don’t receive a copy, please let us
know at once. Normal posting date is the Ist of the
month.

Appointm ents

The following appointments have been made
for the year 1961 :—

GIRLS’ SCHOOL

Head Girl Rajika Palit
Schoel Prefects
Himalaya Rajika Palit
Nilagiri Sita Sethi
Vindhya Manju Sood
Siwalik ... M. Biswas

Game’s Prefect Tilothama J. Ram

M. I. Prefect Vinay Chopra
House Prefects \
Himalaya Shashi Dass
Nilagiri Usha Chawdhry
Vindhya Paran Grewal
Siwalik .. A, L.Punja
BOYS’ SCHOOL
Head Boy S. S. Gill
School Prefects
Himalaya A. Bhargava & V. Neil
Nilagiri Kamal Katoch-

Siwalik ... -S. 8. Gill

House Prefects

{ S. S. Sidhu

Himalaya Navin Bratt

L M. Singh Hundal
Nilagiri { Pradip Verma
{ Ajit Pal Singh

Suman Sehgal
Anil Kak

Biresh Bahadur Singh
Harjinder Singh Bhatti
Subhash Chopra

Vijay Neil

Vindhya

Siwalik

M. 1. Prefect

0. S. News

Mr. H. Bond, (40 St. Marks Rd., Bush Hill
Park, Enfield, Middx. , Eng.) writes: “ 1 have met a
very old Sanawarian (born in 1870, went to Sanawar
in 1877, and left School in 1887). He is now over
90 years old and a Chelsea Pensioner. He tells me
that Sir Henry Lawrence spent two months at Sana-
war in 1852 inaugurated Founder’s week. It was on
that occasion too that the black or rifle-green uni-
form was issued to the School Cadets. Troops were
formed from among boys able to carry and drill with
Short Rifles or Carbines, Bugles, sidedrums and flutes
were presented, along with the School Flag or
Colour for display on all ceremonial occasions,

According to him the sites in and about Sana-
war familiar to generations of Sanawrians were also
named on this occosion (some by the Trigonometri-
cal Survey Deptt. and others by Hodson and Sir
Henry Lawrence himself ). This could be of interest
to present day Sanawarians.”

Mr. Bond’s autobiography “ On Hoogly’s
Banks”’, is not available locally, but some of you
might see it some day : the British museum has it
shelfmarked 10601 Y 17).

K. M. Verma, (2nd Bn, The Bihar Regt., C/O
56 APO), was commissioned in December, and is
likely to be posted in Nahan. “Nahan’s situation
is just like Sanawar’s, and this brings back old
memories. We are all by ourselves and the town
itself is a good mile away just like Kasauli. But it
does not have the same attractions. Please convey
my best wishes to the Head and to the School when
it reopens. Please remember me to Mr. Bhupindér
Singh and remind him that he owes me a letter.”

Kanubhai Patel, wants to be a member of the
0. S.S., and asks how one gets in. The answer :
join Sanawar at the age of 11 (at the oldest), and
pay your subscriptions (at the earliest), and write
once a year (at the least).

Mr. O. P. Sharma, (12, Ground Floor, Ganga
Vihar, Marine Drive, Bombay-1), writes: “ 1
wonder if you know that I have been invited
to join two ambitious national ventures, namely, the
Mana-Neelkantha Expedition and the Annapurna
HI Expedition. And I am extremly happy about it.
Both these Indian Expeditions are being sponsored




by the Indian Mount Everest Expedition Sponsoring
Committee of 1960 and are being completely financed
by the Government of India. I would have just
loved to participate in both but unfortunately the
timings synchronise and hence I had to make a

- choice. T have decided to join the Mana-Neelkantha
Expedition only. However, I was approached to
do the entire organisational work of the Annapurna
IIT Expedition which included making available the
food-stuff, medicines, general equipment, etc., etc.
An Office, A Steno, and a Telephone was procured
for the purpose and I am glad to say that the
seemingly herculian task has now come to an end
with success.

Incidently, Mana-Neelkantha are the highest
unclimbed peaks in India. We will attempt to scale
both. Veteran Mountaineers of the world have
described Neelkantha as one of the most difficult
peak to climb. During the past 35 years British,
Swiss, Italian, French and various other Expeditions
ventured to reach the top, but all in vain. Ours is
going to be the first Indian enterprise. Let us hope
the weather is good and the mountain is kind to us!

1 have abaut a month’s time now for my final
exams. and I am swotting day and night to make
good the lost time for I have quite often been sick
during my stay in Bombay.

The hostel food did not svit me and so about
three months back I shifted to the above place. It
is quite cozy and one gets a marvellous view of the
sea across the marine drive, as the room is just
facing the sea.

One of the recent letters I received from Mr.
A.S. Arnold-Brown, Former Principal, Hyderabad
Public School, is very interesting. He is at the
moment at a Co-educational School, one of the few
such public schools in Britain, where children do
not occupy separate houses, but share bath-rooms
and sleep in bed-sitting rooms which are given out
according to who comes first, a boy or a girl!!!

Kulbir Singh Soin, (Dr. Kulbir Singh, Asstt.
Surgeon, Civil Hospital, Panipat), is now in the
service of the Govt. at panipat Hospital. O. S.
please note that K. S. is now to be addressed as Dr.
and not as......

Sarvdaman Chatrath, (Parkash Bhavan, Civil
Lines, Ludhiana), writes: “ I am appearing this May
in the Ist professional Exam of the Punjab State
Medical Faculty. I met an Old Sanawarian Raghuraj
Bahadur (1951—52), son of Mr. Shamsher Bahadur
Justice, Punjab High Court, at Chandignrh. Heis
anxious to correspond with you and to know about
School. Kindly send him a Nowsletter by V. P. P.
H. S. Bedi is doing his Engineering Exam. The O.S.
Society in Ludhiana has gone into deep slumber foll-
owing exams. etc. it will be awakened shortly. Prithi-
pal Sood (1949—52) has done his M. Sc. and is
serving as a Lecturer in Atohar.”

Mr. Gopinathan, (Pachmarhi): ¢ After all
these months—or should 1 say years, I have decided
to break the silence and write to you, because 1 hope
to pay a visit to Sanawar sometime next month. I
hope to come up there around the 15th April, stay

for a couple of days, collect my trunks lying wit
the Q.M. and push off. IhopeI can make it an
thus take the opportunity of meeting you all onc
again, T also hope that the time I have chose:
for my trip that side, won’t prove to be one of thos
busy spells for you. After a year at the IMA, Dehr:
Doon, I was commissioned into the AEC, in Jun
1960. I did a course for 3 months at the AE(
Centre, Pachmarhi. After that 1 did my 3 month
infantry attachment in J&K. After finishing tha
I was posted to the AEC Centre again as Instructor
I joined duty here in January. Pachmarhi is :
jovely place and the ‘season’ is about to begin.”

And finally, Mr. Ashfaque Husain, writing from
London, (UNESCO, Place de Fontenoy, Paris 7e): )
have been meaning to write to you for quite some
time to tell you that T had left India. Just my hack
that when you started sending me the News-letter ]
had to leave the country ! I am at present working at
the headquarters of UNESCO, but shall probably be
going to Africa (on behalf of UNESCO) by nexi
April. Why I have been able to gather sufficient
determination this evening—in spite of having so
much to do in so little time, for I am having only
a week here —is because I have been spending the
whole day today talking of little else than Sanawar.
You do not need to be told now that I have been
visiting the Carters. I have just come back and
thought that you and other Sanawarians might like
to know that Carter has now almost fully recovered
from his long and serious illness and is looking very
well, that Mrs. Carter is just as earnest and active
as ever and very happy in her job of Maths. teacher
and Deputy Head Mistress (repetition of Sanawar D,
that Ann and Timothy are also very well—and some-
what grown up since Sanawar last saw them !—Ann
is teaching in a primary school in a lovely seaside
place called Aldeburgh, and Timothy—what a big
handsome man he has grown into—preparing to be
a doctor in 1963 and all of them just as devoted
Sanawarians as ever. I do not know if the ears
of Sanawarians burned wherever they were today
but they should have, for we talked of little else.
And the five of us Sanawarians—since you have
been good enough to admit me to the family-—send
Sanawar our greetings of abiding affection and to
you and all in Sanawar our very best whishes fot
the New Year. I cannot say when I shall be able
to come back to India, or where fortune will take
me, but wherever 1 may be, Sanawar will always
be close to me, and if I can in any way be of some
slight service, I do hope that [ may be remembered

and called upon.”
T. C. Kemp.

0. S.—Delhi—Dallying

The last two months have seen a large increase
in the number of Sanawarians in Delhi. Most
of course, have already returned to School but others
are here now, we hope, to stay.

I am glad to say I have a little more to report
about O. S. ladies this time. There were wedding-
bells for Gul Shahani (now Mrs. Aggarwal) in Delhi
in early February. We wish her all the best. Kum
Kum Batra went to Madras with the Delhi University



tennis. team and played well there according to an
eye-witness. Sanawarians in Lady Irwin College are
doing quite well and I must apologise to them for not
mentioning their various successes which they so
graciously enumerated to me three months back.

Monty showed a flash of his old form in the
Inter-College Athletics when he won the 100 metres
in spite of a bad start. Unfcrtunately he could not
enter the other Sports meets because of some mus-
cular trouble. Nitya Nand came second in the 800
metres with a thrilling burst of speed at the end,
after lagging far behind the whole way. One was
reminded of “ though you may not win, you’ll yet
came in if you stick it still”, when A Soniand
Nitya Nand went on to finish the gruelling 5000
metres quite regardless of the many other runners
who dropped out during the race. Soni has succee-
ded Nitya Nand as St. Stephens College Athletics
Secretary (will Baldev Dua follow suit and make it
an all Sanawarian affair ?). Mr. Ranjit Bhatia, who
is teaching in St. Stephens College now, is working
his way back into athletic from and we wish him the
pleasure of breasting many tapes once he has regai-
ned his form.

. Arun Bhatia has been quite successful in the
sphere of debating and has won a number of prizes
in the Inter-College Debates including a first prize
in an All India Debate. -

At the Army Horse show which has just finish-
ed here in Delhi, the number of ex-Sanawarians par-
ticipating was quite amazing. There were H. S,
Sodhi, R. 8. Sodhi, Vijai Nair, M. S. Shergill. T.S.
Shergill. V.P. Singh, D.S. Pannu, Alawat, Vinod
Raj Kumar, Harsh Som Dutt and Simar Harnarain
Singh. Almost all of them got a prize and some of
tl}em got more than one, We wish them all happy
riding on the road to success.

The remaining O. S here are buried in their
books and quite a few O. S. are taking their B. A.
gr B. Sc. exams. this year., We wish them all the
est.

Before 1 finish, may I convey the good wishes
of all O.S. here for Sanawar during the coming
year.

Arun Maira

S. C. Result

_Congratulations to the following on their suc-
cess in the School Certificate Examination :—

FIRST DIVISIONS

A. N. Dutta Ravi Khanna
Arun Dua Sachinder N. Gupta
Atul Gurtu Savinder S. Sachdev

Deepak Verma

L Shambu Dayal
Inderjit S. Gill

S. S. Bhasin

- J. Pandit Th. Niranjan Singh
K. S. Oberoi Vipen Mahajan
K. K. Kak Jyoti Dhawan

Pruveen Sharma

€ Meenakshi Khanna
Ranjit Mehra '

SECOND DIVISIONS

Amar Singh Gill K. S. Suri

Anil Khanna P. Dhir

Arvind M. Deshraj R. S. Randhawa
B. S. Kent V. C. Raswant

Vinod Chadha
Basant Usha Katoch
Navina Sundaram
Shanbir Grewal

Charanjit S. Cheema

Harsh Som Dutt

Jasbir S. Gill

Kanu B. Patel

K. S. Dhillon
THIRD DIVISIONS

Andrea Kemp

Arun Pandya
Malti Verma

Birinder S. Bala

K. S. Sethi Shabnam Sahni
P. R. Suri S. Gidwani
S. S. Chahal

There were seven failures

Impressions

On the evening of December 16th, 1960,
I could have been found trying desperately to
drive a reasonable bargain with one of the many
tongawalas outside the station at Dehra Dun. I had
arrived there in response to an invitation from ‘ the
Headmaster, Staff and Boys of the Doon School ’ to
attend their Silver Jubilee celebrations on the 17th,
18th and 19th of December. Eventually I was depo-
sited within the groands of the Doon School and,
upon enquiring my way, two very polite boys
accompanied me—at the same time insisting on
carrying my luggage—to the place where 1 wasto
stay. After a meal and some very pleasant conver-
sation with one or two of the Doon School masters
1 found that I had received a further invitation—
from ° Brigadier N. D. Nanavati, Staff and Gentle-
mea Cadets of the Indian Military Academy  to
attend their Passing Out Parade ithe next morning.

Thus it was that on the morning of December
17th, I could have been fouod sitting in a reserved
seat looking across the parade ground of the Military
Academy at their beautiful Chetwode building. For
an hour 1 watched the most perfect parade that I
have yet seen—the Gentlemen Cadets marching, in
their smart navyblue uniforms and white belts, with
almost geometrical exactness to a background of
lively and very suitable tunes from the band. After
the March Past and the General Salute, the cadets
formed a hollow square and Lt. Gen. S.P.P.
Thorat, D. S. O. presented awards to the best cadets
and then gave a very suitable address —telling the
cadets wlio were passing out something of the tradi-
tions, the responsibilities and the duties that they
would find in the Indian Army and exhorting
them to live in the spirit of ‘others before self °. The
parade ended with the Passing Out Cadets marching
in threes into the Chetwode Building. To a layman
like myself the parade seemed first-class but I was
told by an English friend of mine who was with me at
the time that it still had not attained the standard of
the corresponding Passing Out Parade at Sandhurst
in England.

After lunch, a great host of parents, boys, and

friends gathered in the corner of one of the beauti-
ful green playing fields of the Doon School to listen




to the speeches which inevitably accompany an
occasion of this kind. It was particularly appropri-
ate that the chief guest should have been the foun-
der headmaster of the Doon School—Mr. Foot—
and we listened attentively as he told us some of
the changes in India since his time, and as he advised
the various people connected with the school of the
way in which he would have them act. The Head-
master’s speech, which preceded Mr. Foot’s, includ-
ed a very impressive array of facts concerning the
history and achievemeuts of the school.

After tea, a P. T. performance was given. This
began with a mass P. T. demonstration — to the
accompaniment of a band which unfortunately seem-
ed to be going either too fast or too slow for the
well-executed actions, which had about them a care-
freeness which contrasted sharply with the almost
Spartan P. T. performed in Sanawar. After some
horse-work in the semi-dusk there was a display of
figure-marching which again contrasted with the
Sanawar figure-marching because of the lack of the
advantageous bird’s-eye view.

The next morning was spent in a look at the
many exhibitions which were in progress. The
most exciting one was the Physics exhibition where
we entered into a dark room and had demonstrated
to us various properties of X-rays and light. The
most impressive one was the Chamistry exhibition,
where enthusiastic young demonstrators were show-
ing visitors various every-day applications of Chemis-
try—even to the extent of having on sale home-made
ink, hair cream, pain balm and scents, which, appar-
ently, the Chemistry Department supplies to the
School during term-time. Two others I should men-
tion as representive of activities unfamiliar to Sana-
warians-photography and plaster-modelling.

After the finish of the Past v Present cricket
match which was as exciting as anyone could have
hoped for, we all went along to the beautiful new
assembly hall of the school for some ‘ variety enter-
tainment’. Just before the show started I witness-
ed a rather nice scene as a memorial to an old Doon
School boy, who distinguished himself in the hiking
and climbing field, was unveiled. The variety was
very entertaining, ranging from a Hindi song up fo a
demonstration of the famous Punjabi Bhangra dance.
Everything, particularly the Bhangra and a Qwali,
were performed well, with boys, masters and old
boys taking part, and the thing which impressed me
most was that all the items were distinctly Indian—
rather than a mixture of the European and Indian
cuitures. It seemed strange to me, coming from
Sanawar, to hear the school song which had just been
written—in Hindi—being sung for the first time ©in
public’. The new hall, although people were stand-
ing a round during the performance, is very good and
lent a suitable atmosphere to the performance.

The next morning, I took a look around the
school—at their squash courts, at the ‘Rose Bowl’
(their - home-built open-air theatre), at their beauti-
ful, spacious playing-fields, at the new Science build-
ing which is nearing completion, and at their metal
and wood workshops. All these gave me an impres-
sion of a school with excellent facilities, which could

be understood after listening to an impressive list of
people who had given donations to the school during
the headmaster’s speech the day before.

The Pagal Gymkhana in the afternoon was a
great success in that everyone had some fun, although
the printed programme was not followed as strictly
as it might have been, and it finished with several
boys chasing round the field on the backs of ponies
which had originally been part of the obstacle race.
This was followed, after some tea, with a ‘Beating of
the Retreat’ ceremony which was a beautiful spec-
tacle with two local bands—one a pipe band and one
a brass band—marching to and playing some very
beautiful tunes. :

"This was the ‘Golden Night’ and everyone
including old boys and friends gathered in the-
various house dining-halls for a superb supper and
afterwards filed out onto the main field again for a
short display of fireworks. ‘

And so the celebrations ended ina blaze of
colour and gaiety. I stayed on at the school for
one or two days so that I could have an opportunity
to see Mussoorie and the Forestry Research Institute -
in Dehra Dun- 1 left the Doon School with impres-
sions of a very fine school, which has already built
up a number of traditions in its 25 years of existence
but which had about it an aristrocratic atmosphere
which would cause several things-particularly econo-
mic sufficiency—to be taken a little too much for
granted.

D. W. Adshead.
December 4th, 1960.

Silence.

Musings;

Thoughts trickling through the mind
like bubbles up treacle.

O cruel day.

Staring straight ahead, unseeing

seeing only thoughts.

Homeday.

Noisy youngsters boarding buses excitedly,
older children contemplating all silently
as if to impress eternally the scene.
Perhaps the eye wells

with uncontrollable tear,

mute farewell

to

Sanawar.
Krishen Kak
(0]

.







