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had to work for them, and (2) the new
courses that we are doing do not seem to
cater to the requirements of the 1Ts and
medical colleges. About the first we cannot
do anything except to appeal to the concer-
ned institutions to hold them later but we
are arranging special classes for prospective
candidates to the lITs and medical colleges
to prepare them as best as we can. It will
mean curtailing their other activities but that
can’t be helped. Now we also have a class
10 examination known as the Secondary
Schoo!l Certificate. In this too we have fared
reasonably well. 82 candidates appeared and
once again all candidates passed but one
boy was given a compartment. So all in all
we have reason to be satisfied but every
endeavour is being made to improve on
these resuits further.

The beginning of the year saw littie in the
way of extra curricular activities because the
three senior most classes were all involved in
examinations which didn’t give over until the
third week of April. We had to postpone
Hodson’s and Boxing to after Founder’s and
the first cricket match we played was in the
second week in April about two months
after the beginning of term. The cricketers
have done well having won against Chail
and being runners up in the district tourna-
ment. Nine of our boys have been selected
for tho district team including the captain.
In soccer the 1st X! were less successful
losing narrowly to all the three schools
against whom they played but since they
were all away matches where the grounds
are full sized and turfed, it does not really
reflect on their playing ability which has
shown a lot of improvement. The swimmers
have done well. In Chandigarh we won
virtually all the individual championships in

the respective age-groups and also the team
championship. Here at home no fewer than
14 records were broken and we now have
only two records which are pre 1974. In
athletics the girls came 3rd in the Inter
Public Schools Meet while the boys alas
again.fared badly and were able to get only
the——position. Trekking and hiking conti-
nue to be popular and the exhibition of the
various expeditions that were taken out
during April will give you all an idea of what
the children have been doing in this sphere.
Progressively the children have been under-
taking more tasks in the way of self help and
social work. As | mentioned last year, a new
compulsory subject has been introduced in
the curriculum known as socially useful produ-
ctive work or SUPW or SOUP. We thought
when we heard about this that we were really
in the soup until we saw what was meant by it
was virtually a carbon copy of what we have
been doing at Sanawar for years and so
instead of being in the soup we are now
happily thrusting more of it down everybody’s
throat ! The exchange programme with the
Atlantic Coliege in Wales saw a group of 17
foreign students and two teachers at Sanawar
in December and our second group spent six
weeks there this summer accompanied by
Mrs. Solomon. So all in all our co-curricular
activities are being followed as vigorously
as ever.

On the staff the major change has been
the retirement of Miss Chatterji and | must
place on record my sincere gratitude and |
believe | am speaking on behalf of all of us
young and old Sanawarians--for her’s was a
singular contribution which most of us would
be hard put to equal. We certainly miss her
diminutive yet formidable presence strutting
about the campus and on behalf of us ali |




would like to wish her a very happy retire-
ment. We have been fortunate in finding
Mrs. Channa to replace her as Senior
Mistress-no less a formidable figure but per-
haps a shade less diminutive ! Mr. Gurdev
Singh has resigned to take up a gost of
Headmaster and his place as Housemaster
has been taken by Mr. Matharu. Teachers
who have joined during the year are Mr. and
Mrs. Ramchandani. Some of you may know
Mrs. Ramchandani as Sonali Parmar. Miss.
Neerja Gupta, Mr. Andrew Gray, Mrs. Tangri,
Miss Bakshi and Mr. Rajeev Mehta.

I take this opportunity of thanking all
members of the teaching staff and others for
their loyalty and devotion. The type of job
that they have to do precludes anyone from
following a 9-5 routine and it really takes
some effort to work at the pace we do
throughout the year. To compensate we do
not have much in the way of riches but we
do have these beautiful surroundings and |
suppose we are lucky in that.

Sanawar depends a lot on the goodwill
of a lot of people and organisations for its
smoath running and sometimes indeed, its
survival. | must specially mention Brig.
Badhwar, Commander of the local Brigade,
Col. Chatterjee, CO of the MH and his merry
band of doctors who come to our aid during
any medical emergency. The Garrison
Engineer, Major Ahluwalia, who is responsi-
ble for turning on the taps and were it not
for his help recently we would have had no
water. Then we have the Director, CRI, the
Commandant of the 14 GTC, XEN, Kasauli,
Principal of St. Mary’s School, Kasauli, the
Manager of our Bank, the Postmaster, the
: sople who manage the telephone exchange,
e 880, and a host of others. To them all

| express my sincere thanks for thewr help
when ever we have needed it.

News of Old Sanawarian boys continue
to be heartening. About the girls, alas we
only hear from them when they are getting
married but 1 must say judging by the number
of OS children we have admitted this year
they aren’t doing too badly. We learnt that
KC Mehra is now Resident Director of Tatas
at Delhi, Richard Mountford is Principal of
Sherwood College and Ranjit Bhatia ran in
the veterans Olympics in Germany. Maneka
Gandhi continues to be the Editor of the
magazine Surya. In  academics, Jasjit
Bhattal was awarded a Rhodes Scholarship
at Magdalene College Oxford, and Sashi
Mehta is a doctor at the PGI. Meera Sethi
stood first in the M. Com. Exam. in Dethi. We
were very delighted with the visit of Professor
Stewart Mclean who is professar of
Chemistry at the University of Toronto. He has
instructed all Indian Universities whose stu-
dents he examines for Ph. D’s to send his-
fees to Sanawar as a donation. He has also
been subscribing to the very expensive
magazine, the Scientific American for the
School Libarary. We are missing our perenn-
ial stalwart Bill Colledge this year but his do-
nation of the trampolene has been a great hit
with the boys and girls—I was hoping that he
would be here to see them perform in the
Tattoo. It would not be out of place to men-
tion here a donation of Rs. 5000 for a tennis
court by Dewan Ramesh Chand.

The OS are now in the process of orga-
nising themselves into an association and |
am glad of it. They have become more active
and | must thank them all for their efforts
at collecting funds for their old school. The
recent Ball held in Delhi was most successful




and | am glad to learn that a similar fund
raising effort is underway in Calcutta and
Bombay.

Talking about the Ball in Delhi, the mov-
ing spirit behind it was an ex parent who no
longer has any direct connection with the
schoaol. He is that great little man with a big
heart, Mr. Tejpal Singh. | can’t see him
amongst you up there but | must express my
thanks to him and also to Gurdip Singh—
theirs was a real labour of love. 1 would
also like to thank the other parents and OS
for their contribution in making the function
a success.

On the educational front a degree of sta-
bility has been established but a lot of con-
fusion still exists especially with regard to
admissions to institutions of higher educa-
tion. The requirements of different states
are so different that it is impossible to cater
to everyone. You can now appear for the
T and NDA after the 11th class and also
after 12th class. One can do an Honours
course in two years after the 12th from
Punjab but three years from Delhi. You re-
quire two languages to qualify for West
Bengal and of course Maharashtra won’t
look at you if you are seeking admission
in a professional college simply because you
happen to have done your class 12 from out-
side Maharashtra. Because of this uncertainty
quite a large number of parents are withdraw-
ing their children after the 10th class Board
exam. and | don’t blame them. We at Sanawar
feel sorry to lose a half finshed product
because that is what a child is at that level.
It is really the last two years at Sanawar that
shapes and rounds off a student and makes
him what | would like to refer to as a true
Sanawarian. Opportunities to develop Leader-
ship and oganisational ability are really given
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full scope in the last two years and | would
therefore urge parents to consider the matter
very seriously before taking a child out after
the 10th. If the overriding factor is a short
cut to a degree then jet me tell you that
is a myth because there is no short cut to a
good education. If that is your oObjective
then choosing Sanawar in the first place
was a mistake and committing another
mistake by withdrawing your child won’t put
that right.

Alright, now about the prices about which
| promised | would say something. A ream
of foolscape paper, say, suddenly shot up
from Rs. 22 to Rs. 35. That’s just one
example of the serious problems that we are
facing and are likely to face for some time
until some saner people come at the helm of
affairs of this country. A school on whose
Board | am has just hiked the fees by another
Rs. 1000 per annum to meet this crisis to
take its annual fees to Rs. 5500 as com-
pared to Sanawar’s Rs. 4000. Balancing a
budget is now becoming more illusory than
the rope trick unless of course you happen
to be the Government in which case you
simply have to print some more notes.
Actually we do have a printing press at
Sanawar but we have not yet had sanction
from my Board to go into the money-making
business but money we have to make to pre-
serve our standards. Unfortunately the only
real source we have is what we earn from
fees and although | am as anxious as you to
keep the cost of education at Sanawar as
low as possible, apart from tightening our
belt even further | see no way out but to put
the burden on to you. | fear therefore
that next year we shall once again have to
increase the fees.

Now on more mundane things, in order
to fit in with the timings of the 10+2 we




have had to reorganise our curriculum some-
what and | have decided to hold the promo-
tion exams. in March/April in future. [t may
be necessary to change the dates of the
terms but | am not sure of this yet. Anyway,
there will be no promotion exam. at the end
of this term.

The Central Dining Hall is the first major
construction undertaken by us since indepen-
dence. With its completion we have been
able to commission a new library, a home
science Laboratory and a play cum craft
room for the preppers. With it the first phase
of my plans for improvement of facilities for
students at Sanawar is complete. The second

FOUNDERS 1979

It came and went by in a flash. The
laborious days of practices and toil in the
sun were over-and resulted in a fruitful
Founders. The exciting event of our annual
function was over and gone before | could
say Jack Sprat.

As usual the school campus was dressed
up with paint and polish. The cracking,
peeling paint was adorned with a new coat
and a sparkling Sna’ stood out in these hills,
waiting to welcome the scores of parents
who come diligently each year.

A crowded Quad, cheerful voices, a
chorus of ‘hi’s’ and ‘hellos’ now and then
and occassionally an anxious, searching face
were all a part of Founders gaiety and
charm.

phase consists of making bed sitters for the
senior students for | believe they require
more privacy than they get in the large
dormitories that they are living in at the
moment. After that | would like to build a
proper sports complex for indoor games like
squash and badminton and also a full size
swimming pool.

This is a fairly modest dream that | have
of the Sanawar of the future but | have
cherished the dream ever since | have come
to live on this beautiful hill top and | am
sure that with your help that dream may
come true one day.

Atheletics went off with a bang ! (though
the gun refused to work) with Himalaya
whisking away the cup in both the boys and
giris departments. The Kalinga this year was
awarded to Jolly and the Bala to Supriya
Pratap. | must say it was a wonderful dis-
play of sportmanship and capability. The
parents had coffee at Gaskell Hall after this,
a refreshing change after the sweltering heat
at Barnes.

In the evening the A.D.S. was staged, a
historic event, | might say, in the sense that
it was the first year a Hindi play was staged.
There were varied comments on itS success .
though, t personally feel it was pretty good.

The 3rd was an eventful day, with the
Variety Concert and Tattoo to follow. The




Concert we an amalgated affair with Pre-
ppers and the Senior School both partici-
pating. The Manipuri dance stole the show
with Feroz Ewari stealing a good many
hearts in the audience. ‘7 imes 7’ appraised
us of the great necessity of calculators in the
world today.

Tattoo was super though freezing cold.
This year after many years a new voice was
heard over the mike-Mrs. Channa was the
compere and a good one too. It was a
terrific performance and was duly applauded.
The banks were a screaming mass of cheer-
ful humanity with a few trying to get back
at Mr. B. Singh for not having allowed them
to yell during practices. The scalding coffee
was much appreciated though the possi-
bility of some descending upon vyour
head was always there. Then there came
onto the scene a Jovilal, jubilant, singing,
dancing troup-the farmers and their counter-
parts coming from Punjab, celebrating their
harvests. They were so enthusiastic and
‘josh” inspiring that the audience couid not
resist joining in their fun and laughter. The
lights on peacestead were biinking unable
to make up their minds whether to come
or not as the dancing had not ended. Many
couples were seen dancing around to the
best of the best of the Dholak. Phew! it
was a lovely evening.

The 4th dawned bright and clear. A bit
too bright for the cadets who were roasted
brown by the end of it. But the Trooping

of the Colours was very impressive and an
event to be proved of.

We were duly impressed by our Chief
Guest, Sir John Thompson. His persona-
lity swept us off our swaying feet and he
was blessed a miillion times over, (remember
the extra holiday he gave us ? How can you
forget !) Its pretty true Headie plays a loosing
game each vear. The exhibitions were good
and the craftsmanship of the chiidren im-
pressed many an eye.

‘Oliver’ was the crowning glory of Foun-
ders. It was an excellent show The Artful
Dodger’s voice played a few nerve racking
tricks on Mr. Gray, but it was back with him
safe and sound on the finals. [t was un-
doubtedly a superb performance & | am sure
everyone will unanimously agree with me.
The play was well cast and a welcome
change.

The next day the ‘Fete’ spread itself out
in Birdwood, a colourful and gay scene
though it has a hateful habit of becoming
more and maore expensive each year.

This concluded yet another Founders.
Except for the zoom of an amazing number
of cars going down, it was quiet once again,
peaceful and unexciting, yet beautiful and
serene, a haven of pine trees and firs.

Mohyna Khurana
L vi C




A PARENT’S VIEW OF FOUNDERS

My Dear Mr. Das,

I am sorry for sending my felicitations
on vyour superb Founder’s celebration so
late.

The sounds and sighs of Sanawar (which
ought to justifiably sieze an old Sanawarian)
keep on haunting me with reverberatings
of “Super Sanawar’. | felt my dream had
been realised at long last, for} had heard
second hand reports on your Founder’s over
a quarter of a century ago in Lovedale! |
must confess that | witnessed your celebra-
tions more as a Lawrencian than as a parent,
not dispassionately, but with a tinge of
emotion to see our sister school pay its
homage to our common founder Sir Henry
Lawrence. At times | felt transported to
Lovedale. The similarities were striking,
but for local peculiarities which led to cons-
picuous observations.

There was an absence of window-dress-
ing, trappings fiills and red carpets. Yet the
spirit behind all the shows was more vital
than mere ostentation—your taking everybody
in your stride with your nerves intact, keep-
ing cool under circumstances which usually
engender frayed nerves were indeed a laud-
able conguest adding yet another feather
in your cap. | was deeply touched by the
sense of spontaneous participation by all
your members of staff. There was total
commitment in one and all, the responsi-
bility was shared by all and not monopolised
by a few.

| also found an absence of protocol—for
example-no seats were reserved for the ViPs-
a practice smacking of social hierarchy and
casteism. Instead there was democracy
meritocracy and egalitarianism. | believe

Chief Justice, the Chief Ministers and Gene-
rals t0o were received without any fuss.

By inviting parents to live on the camp-
us, by converting common rooms and lounges
into dormitories for them, you dealt a blow
to the critics of public schools, who aver
that they are exclusive institutions, ‘ivory’
towers’ where an esoteric atmosphere pre-
vails. The concept of ‘islands of excelience’
separated from the mainstream of life was
shattered when you exposed both the inside
and the outside to the security of all.

! must confess my dissoppointment at
not witnessing your traditional staff English
play—an experience that | missed. The Hindi
play was, however, well acted and well
received by the audience. For an anglophile
this was a big loss, but | understand that
with our standard of English in India today
many nuances of the English language
would have been lost on the audience. So
it was just as well you made that departure
this year.

‘Oliver’ was superb in every detail, sur-
passing even the original, | bet! Impeccable
English, flawless diction with excellent
music led me to believe that you had impor-
ted your cast from England ! it was an aes-
thetic experience—one rarely to be had in
our country today.

The Tattoo was a synchronisation of
brisk movements, agility and vigour. The
Bhangra dance as a finale to the evening’s
entertainment added colour, rhythm, life and
of course lots of dust ! The P.T. display, |
feel, would put in the ancient Greeks a sense
of humility and inferiority. The variety enter-
tainment was characterised by spontaneity
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and amateurishness. The kinds on stage,
en masse, displaying your whole Prep School
population, seemed to have enjoyed the
entertainment even more than the audience.

Your Founder’s speech was characterised
by your subtle humour and tact. Schools
like ours do not live by results alone and
judging by vyour versatility, diversity
of gifts and other achievement, vyour
results are excellent. If academic excellence
(which is judged by the yardstick of results
alone) is the raison d’etre of our public
schools, then | feel that we are narrowing
our frame to that of ordinary schools, whose
main purpose is to produce °‘good’ results
by hook or by crook sacrificing quality and
excellence in other spheres. Whilst you
were on your feet delivering your speech.
| prayed—‘Thank God, my son Rahul is under
your tutelage and | am sure that many parents
‘uttered the same prayer together with me
for offering the best of the two worlds to
our children, East and West so beautifully

synthesised in Yyour person. Sanawar is
fortunate to have a person of your calibre
at the helm of the affairs. | may be dubbed
a sycophant...but it comes from my heart
with all my gratitude and sincerity.

{ find that | have made a serious omiss-
ion by not mentioning your exhibitions and
Fete. Your exhibitions of art, crafts, needle
work were of very high standards, prodi-
gious out-put on a massive scale and the
Fete was so well organised. It was a para-
dise for gourmets and gamblers. You cer-
tainly know how to make money.

| want you and Mrs. Das to recieve my
deep appreciation and gratitude for making
it possible for me to be with you, amidst
your 1979 Founders Celebrations. Thank
you so much. | will measure the memories
of that occasion dear and precious.

With kind regards

yours sincerely
Shakuntala Ahalla













