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Hacing the Mnfair World

No man who ever lived on this earth has escaped confrontation with
the most baleful fact of existence : that one’s journey through life is beset with
inequities; that selfishness, unreason and sometimes downright - wickedness vie
with justice and fairplay.

Thé treachery of one man against another has been the leit-motiv in
the tapestry of human civilization. Conspiracies arising out of the * motiveless
malignity * of Iagos against Othellos have not only been hatched in all climes
and communities but, what is so unsettling is that often they have succeeded also,
exterminating perfectly lovable and honest human beings. History abounds in
instances of the crucifixion of some of the noblest men who had only the good
of mankind as their ideal. ' :

Instances of unintentional injustice and imbalance also come to one’s
mind. Many people who have committed no crime have gone to prison when
they should not have gone; and those’ who - should have been sent; got off scot
free. Examine a more personal experience you must have had : in your school
days you may have sometimes been punished for something you didn’t do and
at times you were not taken to task for something you did do. Human pride
has, quite unknowingly, -led men to the battle-field : personal ambition has
caused a lot of bloodshed. Self-aggrandisement 'and lust for money and power




have occasioned many a butchering. Wars have been fought in the name of
religion inspite of the fact that no religion professes it: on the contrary it teach-
es us to live in harmony and peace. -

Nature is no less a culprit. A falling rock may tumble down on a
perfectly innocent wayfarer, a scorpion might lodge its poison in the tender
body of a sleeping infant, or an earthquake may entomb the entire unsuspect-
ing, slumbering population of a town. Sometimes, fate may strike an apparent-
ly fiendish blow to a thoroughly guileless man; by way.of a heart-wrenching
example, behold the Everest hero Ahluwalia, felled by the dreaded paralysis
reducing his magnificient and irrepressible limbs to deadwood-like mockeries
imprisoning his soaring spirit in unobeying flesh. Was nature not cruel to
Becthoven—the greatest composer of symphony : he couldn’t listen to his own
music ?

Again, the success a man achieves in acquiring fame or riches is, at
times, inversely proportional to his merits and efforts. Now that surely is not
what ought to be, yet it is so, and frétting about it, though justified and under-
standable, is but an exercise in futility.

No two men think alike : opinions differ. Consequently, whenever two
human beings are put together there is bound to be friction causing much
tension : even a happily married husband and wife have their unpleasant mo-
ments of petty quarrels,

The above makes the world look a gloomy place to live; but it need
not be so. We have to think coolly. No doubt many an innocent soul has
gone to prison but justice has also been done to many. And at times what
appears injustice on the surface is, deep down, absolutely fair. Moreover, the
decisions are taken on the basis of the information available : the grieved party,
oblivious of the full facts, always grumbles. Furthermore, the news of one
injustice done spreads like wild fire. It reaches us in a scandalously distorted
form, whereas a number of cases where justice has been done will go unnoticed.
So the intensity and incidence of injustice and inequality in life, though it
can not be disputed that they exist, are not so staggering as it may seem.

Undoubtedly there are some people who are bent upon defiling the soul
of the world. What, then, should we do? Noman is an island : he is a social
animal. We are gregarious beings and hence must live with other people with
all their weaknesses. Though it may not be possible to transform this planet
into 2 heaven, where everytbing is beautiful and fair, it is within our reach to
make it a better place to live in. Let pessimisim not overwhelm us, we must



struggle : it would be defeatism to opiate ourselves to inactivity. Even if Nature
seems against us we must emulate Beethoven who did not give in and achieved
an enviable perfection in his field.

The products of this school have always occupied high positions in life.
What you must do is to sce that you are fair in your dealings with others. You
should do your duty well. Be honest and truthful. Your path may evidently
be arduous and hard. Do not lose patience : struggle hard. The result may
not always be what you want it to be, but be undaunted by the unpredictable-
ness of the fruits of your actions. The essence of life is struggle, and the effort
to overcome odds generates a thrill which is its own reward. Were the sequence
of cause and effect perfectly logical, there would be no excitement of surprise,
and living would indeed become mechanical and robot-like. So treat life as
an adventure and saviour its quirks and whims. Be prepared to accept the
quaintness of this world. You might find it unfair at times : be prepared to
face it. Do your best : let hard work, truthfulness and righteouness be your
religion: face the world with these as guidelines. Even if you falter, persevere—
Never Give In.

S.C. Arora.

The lazy man deserveth nothing.
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THE NEW HEAD MASTER.

We were sad to bid good-bye to Maj. Som Dutt, our Head
Master, when he retired in February, 1970. It was indeed a very
long wait before Mr. Pasricha, his successor, was able to join us.
We were glad to welcome Mr. and Mrs Pasricha on the 4th of July.

After completing his schooling in Kangra district, Mr.
Pasricha went to the great seat of learning—B. H. U. where he
passed his Intermediate Science. To gain a varied experience he
went to Lucknow to pursue his studies further where B. Sc. and
M.Sc. (Mathematics) degrees were conferred on him. He has been
a brilliant student and is throughout first class. So impressive
was his performance in M. Sc. that he was at once taken on the
Staff of the Isabella Thoburn college, Lucknow, where he taught
upto degree classes for five years. Thereafter he joined the Royal
Indian Naval Volunteer Reserve. After ‘demobilisation’ as a Lieute~
nant he went to England as a Govt. of India overseas scholar.
He was in the U. K. for over two and a half years and did his T.D.
and M. A. (Education) from the Institute of Education, University
of London, London. While he was there he travelled widely. On
his return he was offered a lecturership at J.S.W. Clement Town,
Dehradun where he served for nine years. During this time he
went to the United States for a year as a Fulbright Scholar and
passed his M. Ed. (Illinois) very creditably. On his return he
moved to Khadakvasla with the N. D. A. and was there till 1958.
He was selected Principal, Oak Grove School, Jharipani, Mus-
soorie, and remained there in that capacity for 11 years.

Mr. Pasricha has played Volley-ball, Cricket, Badminton
and Tennis. He is a superb player of Bridge. He firmly believes
that Education should be as diverse as possible and he himself
has many interests. On one side he has been an energetic hiker
and on the other hand he is a great lover of Indian music. He
has been a keen debater and that’s abundantly evident in his con-
vincing arguments. He is an eloquent speaker, where his logical
mind, coherent ideas and self-confidence are easily discernible.

' Education, he feels, should be a habit forming process and
should lead to the development of a child’s powers of thinking and
reasoning. It should develop the personality of a child by the
provision of all necessary fac;lmee and also by the encouragement
in academic matters.

He is a strict disciplinarian and believes in guided self-
discipline for children. He is of the opinion that a school has
succeeded in instilling proper discipline into its children when the
pupils’ behaviour remains predictable whether under supervision
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or otherwise. Discipline, he says, is the corporate responsibility
of the Staff and for which their example is all important. He him-
self practises what he preaches. He firmly believes that parents
cannot be divorced from the responsibility of inculcating discipline
in children; their co-operation is very essential. He is convinced
that rules and regulations should be very few but should be strict-
ly adhered to. He is all for the participation of students in the
administration of the school. He underlined his policy in the very
first School Assembly he addressed: he stated that he had an open
mind and would be pleased to welcome new suggestions. He is of
the view that we must allow new ideas to permeate the old; that
we must keep what has been found to be worthwhile and add to it
what seems of value for the future. He is a dynamic administrator
and a seasoned Head Master. He is full of energy and untiring in
any work he takes up. He likes to tackle problems with boldness
and straightforwardness. He is a down-to-earth practical man
and is very spartan in his habits. In spite of his multifarious
duties he finds time to listen to difficulties, individual or otherwise,
and always has a solution acceptable to all. His tactful persu-
asion invariably elicits the desired response. The patience with
which he deals with children and staff should be seen to be admir-
ed. This coupled with his polite manners seems to win a constant
mood of dedication from those who work with him. He has a
friendly nature, a sharp wit and a fine sense of humour. " He
appreciates sincerity, earnestness and punctuality in daily life. In
addition to being thorough in whatever he does he is honest and '
hard work personified.

This write up would be incomplete without a mention
about Mrs. Rama Pasricha. She is a tall, slim, graceful and an
elegant lady. In a short time only her soft, very gentle and utterly
gracious personality has won her great popularity in Sanawar.
She has a cheerful disposition and is, therefore, a very good com-
pany. Like her husband she is widely travelled and her tastes
emcompass painting, interior decoration, gardening, needlework,
playing Bridge and music. Her rendering of ‘Ghazals’ is excellent.
She is above all a superb housewife and a charming hostess.

Sanawar is fortunate in having Mrs. Pasricha as the First
Lady of the School and Mr. Pasricha as the Head. He is a man of
rich experience, both administrative and academic. He is a Head-
master with exceptional ability. As an educator he is one of the
most concerned and sincere men in the field. He is full of scholar-
ship and above all every inch a gentleman. We wish them a long
and successful innings in the School.

S.C. Arora.
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Speech Delivered by Lt. Gen. Candeth, PVSM,
GOC-in-Chief, Western Command.

* * * * * * * * * »

I am very happy to be here today at this function. The Lawrence School
was raised by Sir Henry Lawrence in 1847 who, like myself, was an artillery man.
In fact, it was originally intended to provide education to the children of British
soldiers and it is interesting to note that, in the past, the students here used to wear
the Royal Artillery uniform. I am, therefore, particularly happy to be here both
as a soldier and an artillery man to talk to you.

The 2nd of October marks the 101st anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi’s
birthday. When he was born, India was still a subject nation and its people suffer-
ed much humiliation and the opportunities open to Indians were few. India’s
plight made a powerful impact on Gandhiji and his whole life was devoted to a
struggle to free India from foreign domination and its people from the prejudices
which obsessed the minds of Indians and which divided our society. The chief of
these prejudices were of caste and religion and that created disparities of wealth.

Long subjugation to foreign rule had also created a complex in Indian minds
that every thing foreign was good and that which was Indian and indigenous to
India was inferior. This had made people look upon every thing Indian, be it art,
culture or tradition with contempt.

When Gandhiji went to England, he saw for himself the difference in the
mental attitudes of a free people for the first time. This made such a deep impres-
sion upon him that, from then onwards, he devoted his entire life to free the people
of India from foreign rule and its effects. To do this, he had first to identify himself
with the people. He saw that the majority of India came from the villages who were
poorly clothed and living in a state of near starvation. He realised too that people ’
who lived in large houses and adopted the Western way of life were cut off by an
unbridgeable gulf from the vast masses of Indian labour and peasantry. To ensure
that people had free access to him and would think of him as one of themselves, he
adopted the costume and manner of life of the poor and lived in an Ashram in a
Harijan colony where all and sundry could approach him freely. The people of
India realised that here was a man who practised what he preached and who, though
well educated and comparatively well born and well endowed, lived like one of them-
selves and so they took him to their hearts. His humility and championship ef
causes dear to them such as abolition of caste and the many restrictions, which were
placed on the lower classes and castes, awoke in the masses a respect which bordered
on reverence and they looked upto him as their saviour who would free them from
the shackles that had bound them for centuries. His hold on the Indian public be-
came so complete that he became the undisputed leader of India.



The Government, in its arrogance -and knowledge of its own power, did not
heed the wishes of the people that they ruled. In order to make the people realise
their own strength and the power of collective action, Gandhiji launched a Swadeshi
Movement in 1920 which had a tremendous affect on the Lancashire Mills. By the
force of his character and personality, he managed to get control of the Congress
Party, the only big political party then in existence. He then forged this party as a
weapon to offer resistance to Great Britain and to awaken in the minds of the people
the concept of a free India. This party attracted some of the most talented men in
India like Nehru, Patel, Azad, Rajgopal Acharya, Bose and others, and very soon
the British found that Indian public opinion was something that they had to take
- notice of and that the public no longer accepted as gospel whatever the government
said was good for them. The demand for participation in the Government by
Indians grew stronger as time went on and although, from time to time, various
concessions were made, the desire by Indians to control their own future grew and
in the Lahore Session of the Congress Meeting in 1929, a resolution was passed
demanding complete independence. This was the logical conclusion of the move-
ment started by Gandhiji.

The various non-violence and civil disobedience movements launched by
Gandhiji in 1920, 1930, 1939 and 1942, made the people realise that the English-
man could be opposed and opposed successfully and that he was not omniscient and
onmipotent as he was thought to be till then. These were the movements that re-
sulted in concessions to India and which resulted in greater Indian participation
over Indian affairs. For his actions, Gandhiji was put into prison many times but
his authority and influence was so great that the Government realised that there
would be very great chaos and uprising if he died. Thus, they had to concede to
various demands, and acts were passed from time to time which gave more and more
powers to India and Indians. The culmination of this was the final withdrawal of
the British from India in 1947 and the formation of the Republic of India in 1950.

You will see therefore that a person, with little or no power, without great’
wealth and physically frail had, by his faith and moral strength, converted a rather
supine and somnolent public into a great force which surged forward for freedom. It
was Gandhiji who first created real public opinion in India and focussed this public
opinion on the ills that beset the country. His writings and his talks had such great
effect that, in law at least, the Harijan was made equal with everyone else and, in
fact, special consideration was to be given to these people to fit them for a fuller
life by giving them preference in admissions to educational institutions and by reserv-
ation of certain quotas in various Government employment. He also forced through
the ** Temple Entry Bill ”” which threw open all temples to Harijans.
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The advocacy of the Indian way of life and his support for Indian literature,
culture and arts, made our people realise how great was the culture that we had in-
herited and the magnificence of our architecture, music, sculpture and painting, gave’
us back that pride and self respect that we had, to some extent lost during foreign rule.

It is to this man that we owe more than to any other the fact that we are
today an independent nation with full freedom to shape our own lives.

You will wonder what all this has to do with you. What it has to do is
this—that until we became independent, the employment opportunities and walks of
life that were open to Indians were very few and Indians were generally employed in
subordinate posts, senior ones being reserved for the British. Today, thereis no
profession or trade that is not open to you. The highest offices in Government,
Army, Civil Services, trade and in all professions, are open to'you. These opportu-.
nities also impose very great responsibilities upon you. .. Those of you who are here
today will branch out, when you leave, to various professions. You have received
a very good grounding and education here and it is to Public Schools like this that
we look, to provide the leadership that India requires in the various professions that
you go to. Now leadership depends on two things, one is knowledge and the other
is character. Of these two, the latter is more important. There are many people
who are clever and they have acquired a great deal of knowledge but they cannot
lead as they are not trusted as they have little character. You take the case of
Gandhiji himself. What was it that made a man, physically frail, without much
wealth and power, dominate the Indian scene and gain ascendency over men of the
stature of Nehru, Rajgopal Acharya, Patei, Sen, Bose and others, men not generally
given to think meanly of themselves or their abilities ? It was his strength of charac-
ter. There is no doubt that even in his time, in India, many men were cleverer than
him, many who did better in examinations, and who made more money as barrister.
However, it was the character of the man, his transparent honesty, his fearlessness,
his ability to speak the truth even if it meant that he would displease others that
made people respect and trust him and which made him the idol of the nation and
the undisputed leader of the country. It is necessary therefore that you develop
these ingredients which together make ‘chara cter’, Here, I am sure, that your Staff
must have tried to develop your character during the period you were here. I will
try and say what the things are that go into the making of character. Firstly, you
must bs honest with yourself and with others. People should know that you are not
vindictive and that you will stand by your convictions and friends even if it means
loss or discomfort to yourself. Secondly, you must have courage —courage to face
the same hardship that you demand from others. If people know that you merely
exhort others to bear hardship while you yourself are not prepared to undergo the
same and live a life of ease, then they will know that you are a fraud and will not
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respect you. Thirdly, you must have consideration for the feelings of others and not
be arrogant in dealing with people below you. A person who is arrogant to those
under him and servile to those above, cannot be respected and will be found out
sooner or later, Lastly, you must have self-control and be disciplined so that you
can accept setbacks with equanimity and truimphs without arrogance. You would
have seen from my account that Gandhiji had all these qualities in ample measure
and so was respected both by those who followed him and even by those who op-
posed him. ‘

Knowledge, of course, you must have and this has been given to you. But
with this you must have character if you are going to be what we expect from you,
that is, the leaders of future India.

I hope that, in the coming years, you will continue to gain in knowledge
and develop in character and that you will fulfil the hope that we here and your
teachers have in you as the architects and leaders of a resurgent India.

Jai Hind.

One truthful man is better than the whole .world speaking falsehood.









