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“ Send him to Sanafuar and make aman of him”’
- Rudygard RKipling’s KIM,
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DE’B’BHRY) OF GODD

All good things must come to an end, and unfortunately Major.
Som Dutt’s Headmastership of over thzrtee!n years was no exception;

ke Jmned the school in August 1956 and ret‘zred in February, 1970,

A rehgtous man by nature, he dzd ttot like to make much fuss

‘about it. He had an inveterate faith in human nature and very firmly

belzeved that there was some good in everybody. He was kind to one
and all. In his dealings he was gulded by the unwritten *‘code of
conduct ” of Sanawar—which ke had given strength to.” Though this
code was not a very rigid one, it annoyed him'if anyone violated it
beyond limits. Impltc;tly this code had become’ the very basis of
school and social life in Sanawar. Friendlines:s,' honesty and truth-
fulness are the three inseparable mgredtents ‘of which this code is
made. It is on account of these three simple and basic prznczples of
hfe znzpercezvably given strenght by Major Som Dutt that the school is
on a sound footing and enjoys the reputatton whtch is well known
in the educational Jield. )

Teaching was in his blood. He was a very sympathetic and
considerate teacher. It was invariably his endeavour to bring out the
best in his pupils. He always encouraged them and hardly ever scolded.
He used every opportunity to awaken in hts pupzls a new curzoszty
and a thirst for knowledge. ’
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As the Head of the institution, he had a never failing concern
Jfor people. He was easily accessiblé. Everybody in Sanawar—staff,
pupils and even Class IV employees—knew that they cowld approach
him and be sure of his wundivided attention. They knew that he would
definisely help them out of their difficulties. Consequently, Sanawar
got what many Institutions would envy—stability of staff. The
Sanawar community became virtually a close-knit-family under his
leadership. One just | did not think of leaving the family during his
time. He was an unexcelled helmsman.

~ He did not belleve in a purely academic education. In fact,
he it was who started the tradition, which children here love so much,
of closing the school for a week to go camping. He encouraged all
sarts of physical activities in the school. Himself a Cambridge blue,
he gave an exalted position to boxing and took a personal interest in
it He loved fishing and was a very good player of Bridge.

The School would like to pay its tribute to Mrs. Som Dutt too.
She always preferred to do things by remaining in the background.
Children and staff held her in high esteem, and will never forget the
parties at her _place. She was always happy to entertain and was
a very charming hostess. | She identified herself with Sanawar. Her
subtle humour 1o cheer the depressed and her unfailing interest .in
the activities of the school have raised the school’s stature. Her
contribution. was a very positive ome. We will long cherish the
memorles of her association with the school. ‘ :

Their departure has left a void in our midst. They will be
widely and very sincerely missed. People here will remember them
for their unexcelled kinship with all things Sonawarian. They inspired
~co_nﬁdence in us all.  What was routine was done metkulously and in
time.. What was unexpected or came by way of crisis was met with
calm and efficiency. We would like them to know that they have left

_an indelible imprint on Sanawar. I think 1 will be echolng the

sentiments of one and all in Sanawar when I say that when the H Istory
of The Lawrence Scheol, Sanawar, comes to be written their names

will be written in Letters of Gold.
S. C. Arora
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