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Boiug the @agazing of Bl Fawggngg School, Sanawar,

®ne homdred and twenty pears completed
EDITORIAL

No, never I. “Never give tn I”
Whatever the deed, whatever the yéal,
It is your motto, . -
That summed up within

This three-word symbol of courage,
You'll always obey with body and soul.

“Neter give tn”; an absolute ‘never ;
No f°, no ‘when’, no ‘perkaps’,

No cramping condition attached,

No winking beck to slow and relaz,

No wavering thought of weak hesitation,
No cowardly turning away on occastion,
No empty kope of a long, lazy vacation
From books; but endless endeavour

To face up to facts with fearless tension;
It 13 for always and for ever,

Our School motto,

Never give in, never !




No, never give in.

Not when the cold and crusty wind

Of early March, your swollen fingers biting
Makes you shiver at your desk,

And eramps your work, while your mind
For ever rising on flitting wings

Flies back and lingers

Over warm ond friendly faces,

Idviting thoughts, reniembered pleasures,
But revently left bekind.

No. never give in, never !

No, never give ¢n.

Not when a bright and suniy day
Beckons you enticingly away

From crowded rooms and printed books,
To romp and laze by running brooks

Or play amidst the dust o rule-less game
In the ‘quad’ with rounded stones

And broken sticks;—its not & shame !—
But no, never give in !

No, never give in.

Not whken the all-pervading gloom

Of a dark and rainy morning

Innites you to ignore the distant clang

Of the rouser-bell to duty calling;

Nor when the heavily loaded, misty atr
Lulls you to sleep on the hard, wooden chatr
Witk head on your papers pens and books;
No, never gtve in.

No. never give in.

Not when the yearly Founder's round

Of duties puts to the test your strength

Of body and soul, and you feel as if bound
To a wheel of day-long pressures

Chasing each other for hours on end
Turning slowly but steadily round,

Till night seems all to short

And easily spent;

No, never give tn.

No, never give tn. ,

Not till the year kas come to an end,
Not till all your work's been done.

Not till the last, shrill whistle i3 blown;
For whatever the deeds whatever the youl,
Your motto’s “Never give in’’,

And it sums up within

This three-word symbol of courage

Your mettle and spirit of body and soul.
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FOUNDER'S 1967
Speeches

Headmaster’'s Speech

Ladies and Gentlemen,

, May 1 begin at once by expressing our deep sense of gratitude to Mr. Ram-
chandra for having so kindly consented to preside as our Chief Guest at Founder’s.

As you know Mr. M.K. Vellodi was to have preslded but most unfortunately
he is unwell and we w13h him a speedy recovery.

) Consequently our gratitude to Mr. Ramchandra is all the greater both for
permitting us the pleasure of his distinguished presence and for coming to our rescue
at such short notice.

_ I find it difficult to find words enough to thank himrand therefore ‘ may I
content myself by saying: “Thank you very much indeed. You have been very kind”.

And now, ladies and gentlemen, before I present my speech may I welcome
you all to our 120th Founder’s day. May I also apologise for the very poor best we
are able to provide for our parents and O.S. So many of you come from a great
distance away and we are grateful to you for your cheerful acceptance and under-
‘standing of our limitations.

_ A particular word for the O.S. They are very welcome indeed. No Founder’s
could be complete without them. So many of them have distinguished themselves.
It is a pity that they are so modest because it is only remotely that one hears of
what they have been doing. Iam sure O.S. will be very glad to hear that Paramjit
Takhar and Bharti Chauhan topped the list of successful candidates in their respective
universities. At games too they have contributed to fulfil earlier promise.. Young
Charanjit Uggal- played cricket for his Umversxty and whxle domg so scored two
centuries.

You will be happy to learn that Harpal Kaur represenied India in the Uni-
versiad Olympics in Tokyo and, I am sure, w1ll go on to represent.. India in the fall
Olympic Games in: Mexico.




Earlier this morning at Assembly we paid tribute to the Founder of this
school. We were honoured a few months ago by a visit from his great-grandson,

John Lawrence. This was his second visit and he has promised to visit us again next
year.

In another way the school has come round full cycle. More than a century
ago Maharaja Gulab Singh of Kashmir donated a sum of nearly a lakh of rupees to
the foundation of this school. - Today we are privileged to have with us the daughter
of their Highnesses of Kashmir.

As usual I do not propose to weary you with an annual report. Our last
report was placed before the Board of Governors at their meeting in May this year
and the Board has expressed its satisfaction.

- The highlights, if any, of the report are: of 57 who sat for the 1.S.C. in Decem-
ber 1966, 20 passed in the First Division, 20 in the Second and 14 in the third, which
represents a fair result, considering that we hold no one back from appearing for the
exam., nor do we hold elimination tests. At games and athletics we have more than
held our own. In the cultural sphere our music and dancing has improved greatly.
We also produced ‘My Fair Lady’ which some of you may recall with pleasure.

I am sure O.S. will share our pride in Harpal Kaur Brar who represented
India in the Inter-Universiad Olympic Games in Tokyo recently.

And now I should like to talk to you on one or two matters which are of
interest to parents. )

The Punjab University has, at long last, recognised a successful year in Upper
V or Class 10 in this School as equivalent to the Punjab Matriculation Certificate.
This is of particular importance to parents of children who we feet are slightly be-
hind in their studies and as a consequence will be able to secure no more than a poor
third division in the I. S. C. examination in 1968. There is always the risk of an
outright failure. As you know the I.S.C. requires a very high standard of English;
and, without a credit in English, a 1st or 2nd divison is impossible; while a failure in
the subject spelis failure in the whole examination.

If such children are withdrawn from the school at the end of this year, they
will be able to proceed directly to a pre-university course preparatory to working for
a University degree without the loss of a year, or even more than one, should they

fail to pass the I. S. C. in 1968. We shall be writing to parents in detail after the
promotion meeting in December.

The second subject I should like to speak on is with regard to the fears
expressed by some parents concerning the future of public schools in.India.
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. . May I begin by saying that few public schools go out of their way to call
themselves public schools. We really are private schools; and even if the better of us
are members of the Indian Public Schools’ Conference, and the country continues to
call us public schools and the children of these schools consider themselves public
school boys and girls, we are nevertheless private schools. I trust I am not being too
shaggy dogged.

There are slightly over 21 private schools in the country which are quahﬁcd
to be members of the Indian Public Schools’ Conference; and I must say that, few
as we are, we attract more than our fair share of criticism based largely on hearsay
evidence. A certain Mr. Malhotra, for example, whose car bears the number plate:
New Dethi One,—this represents a form of snobbery of which no public school boy
could be guilty—would abolish us and, if this is outside the scope of his autherity, he
would Hke to see public school boys and girls debarred from public service. He is
not alone in his way of thinking. I fail to see any justification for his animosity.
As I've said there are only 21 of us. In what way have we thrust oursetves forward ?
No more than two of our three Prime Ministers have been and are products of private
schools. Pandit Nebru was the product of a private school in Harrow and Mrs.
Indira Gandhi was educated in, broadly speaking, a similar school in watzerland two
out of three is far from bemg dlsproportlonate

There is a reason why I am stressing the fact that public schools are private
schools. As long as the Constitution of India does not debar a private citizen from
buying a public school education in a private school, no one,not even Mr. Malhotra,
can prevent these schools from functioning.

The next point ] should like to speak on is the langﬁage problem and how far
the lines along which a solution is shaping affect children in pubhc schools, a matter
which is of conspicuous importance to our parents. -

There are few topics on which the average citizen feels himself better -qualified
to talk than education; and this is the main reason—apart from political reasons—for
the babel of voices which have been raised on the language problem. The main
concern now would appear to be with regard to the link languages. There has always
been talk of Hindi being the link language, with English as an associate link language;
there is now talk of a library link language. '

Consequently I,'hak've no hesitation in adding my voice to those of the “‘missing
links ’ floating around.

The language problem is far from simple and has to be solved with more thaa
one object in view. .

Primarily it is the essential issue in the formulatioa of an: educatwnal pohcy
which will lead education at the bigher levels. .
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Secondly, and of almost equal importance, the solution must tolerate no let
or hinderance which might impair the efficient executive administration of the country
and in particular the administration of justice in our law courts.

Thirdly there are political issues—internal and international. Unfortunately,
by harping on the last and the least important of these issues, we find ourselves led

astray.

Basically I expect our political leaders suffer from a sense of guilt. Having
committed near murder they would like to revive the victim unfortunately with the
same weapon with which the crime was committed.

They dismembered the country on a linguistic basis, without regard to natural
geographical divisions or the laws governing economic stability. Having committed
this-crime they would now integrate the country again on a linguistic policy,~an
exercise in futility. What is the position now ?

Firstly there is near unanimous agreement that the regional language, or the
mother tongue, is to be the medium of instruction up to and including the university
stage of education. Thisis the inescapable sequel to the division of the country on
a linguistic basis.

It is in finding a language to link the country that we are faced with serious
complications. Till lately it was assumed to be Hindi with English as an associate
link language gradually *de-linking * itself, as it were.

Dr. Sen now speaks of a dual link—English, the international link, to be
gradually replaced by Hindi, the domestic link, when some day the non Hindi states accept
Hindi. He also speaks of a library language link for the apparent reason that we
really have no time to translate and copy all the world’s books—scientific and literary.
How very unpractical we are in our approach to the problem is exemplified,
almost every day, in our railway trains. Travel anywhere—say in the Punjab—and
you will overhear heated arguments on Hindi versus Punjabi. The language used in
those discussions is a mixture of Punjabi, English and Urdu. The debate goes on,
equally animatedly, in the vernacular newspapers which are almost invariably in Urdu.
Again why must we reject English when in the absence of agreement on Hindi—sheer
administrative necessity compels its usage ? And as for law courts, a glance round
the chambers of any lawyers of repute—I1 do not of course imply that there are
lawyers of disrepute—will alltoo clearly reveal the staggering task of translating the
leather bound legal volumes on their shelves. And who will do this? It would
hardly be worth the while of our lawyers to accept the' job, who could be better emp-
loyed in dealing with more pressing problems—food and family planning.

I repeat why reject English? The English themselves have accepted it as their
language, in spite of the fact that very near 80%, of the vocabulary is imported or
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borrowed from abroad. Why then must §vc Be pemickety about accepting a world
language as a link language, when by accepting it. we solve so many problems?

And if we must be pernickety about English why may we not accept Hindu-
stani in the Roman script? Had partition not-come about in 1947 Hindustani would
undoubtedly have been the link language. It is a language spoken in some form or
other in almost every part of India, rich like English with its borrowings and with no
pretences as to classical origin. The Roman script is international and, if we cannot
overlook the past, it is not an English script. It is far easier to write than Devnagri— -
you have to be an artist to write in Devnagri.

Finally, to'come back to the point, how much does this affect our public
schools ?
Firstly, we are in no way badly off; we shall emerge better qualified to face

the future. The Education Commission whose recommeadations in this behalf have
been accepted say : —

(a) That it will be necessary to introduce English in our regional universities to
provide for postgraduate studies and they go on to recommend that no student
will be considered eligible for a Master’s degree unless he has acquired a reason-
able proficiency in English or some other literary language.

(b) And I quote: “ In major universities it will be necessary, as a rule, to adopt
English as the medium of instruction because their students will be drawn on an
all-India basis. This is the only feasible approach if their all-India character
is to be maintained.”

Consequently I feel that our public, or rather private, schools, with their
emphasis on both Hindi and English, will be in a far better position, than other

schools, to equip their scholars to rise to the higher rungs of learning and the higher
ranks of administrative and executive services.
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Speech delivered by

Mr. Ramchandra,
I, C.S. (Rtd.)

Major Som Dutt,

Members of the Staff,

Students, both boys and girls, .

Old Sanawarians, Fellow guests, Ladies and Gentlemen

I am sorry that Mr. Velodi who was to preside at today’s function has taken
suddenly ill. and was unable to gome. I 'hope that the illness was only of a minor
character and temporary and that he is now well on the way to recovery. As the
notice was short the Headmaster had not-the heart to approach me directly to fill the
gap. He approached me  indirectly and I did not have the heart to say no, because
I was told that he was in a hole. 1 also then felt that I would be doing a Seout’s
good turn for the day. So, here I am, Ladies and Gentlemen, happy in the midst of
you all ‘and grateful for the hononr that has been done to me in inviting me as the
Chxef Guest.

The Headmaster in his speech has referred to music and dancing, the cultural
aspect of the activities of the School. He said that he did not want to inflict on us
his report, which really has to go to the Governors, as this is not the forum for him to
present his report. But from what I have seen since I have come here, day before
yesterday, I have been impressed with the large number of co-curricular and extra-
curricular activities in which the students can participate and do participate. For
instance I have seen the Arts and Crafts Exhibition. I was impressed with the beauti-
ful paintings, with good sculpture and the woodwork, of which any professional
carpenter may be proud.

I was also impressed with what I saw in the Prep School Concert yesterday.
It is difficult to pick out what one liked, but I cannot help mentioning the first song
and the Balloon-seller. And then I saw the Tattoo last night. The P.T. display was
something wonderful. Mr. K. P. S. Menon who has been our Ambassador in Russia
for nine years happened to be present yesterday and said he has seen nothing like it
except in Moscow. Then, Ladies and Gentlemen, there was the Naga dance—the story
of a tiger in a Naga village,—that was something exquisite. As a matter of fact, the
whole Tattoo was something out of this world.

While I am speaking of these activities I must not forget the play that has
been put up by the Staff. It was just as good if not better, that any play I have seen
put up by any amateur society. They did, 1 am sure, enjoy themselves running from

one side of the stage to the other, and we in the audience enjoyed secing them how
they ran.,
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