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"EDITORIAL

Education in one form or another is a very ancient undertaking. Through
the ages its different aspects have been emphasized in accordance with the relation
these were thought to bear directly on the culture and civilization of the time. Ours
is a competitive industrial civilization where successfu! social and economic survival
is of great importance.

Now-a-days the man or woman, who would be anything more than an un-
skilled labourer, needs more than a good digestive system and good muscles; he needs
knowledge and technical skills. Hence, in order to adjust successfully and happily
to our modern industrial civilization and culture, the child must learn many things.

Besides more knowledge and better skills, however, modern life and culture
are in a way dependent on a complex of social adjustments and responsibilities which
requires, more than ever before, a certain emphasis on personality and character.
Fducation, therefore, is at present more important than formerly as a basis of success-
ful adult adjustment for social and economic survival, and the most fundamental and

general aim of the schools is considered to be to assist children in making better lfe
adjustments.

For this purpose, though the importance of intellectual training cannot be
overemphasized, yet other aspects of education cannot be neglected. From test and
experience we know that there is actually very little relation between success in the




classroom and general social adjustment. Some of the most brilliant students are
sometimes to be found socially awkward. Social poise and confidence are obtained
more from successful experience in social activities than by obtaining high marks in
the social sciences.

Normal development and activity requires emotional experience as well as
intellectual experience and in order to provide this experience there should be in the
school set-up a varied range of opportunities where, under proper supervision and
guidance, children are provided with the required environment for emotional and
intellectual expression. Only through the proper blending of the two can we hope
to obtain a proper field for the training of personality and character.

The training of personality and character is complex and it includes all the
characteristics that influence other people. It also involves the organization and
integration of these characteristics into a unified whole, Most people, in fact, con-
sider the development of a good personality to be more important than intellectual
training. Certainly personality is of the greatest consequence in determining social
adjustments and happiness.

From the point of view of the training of the personality we can say that
Sanawar is in a privileged position. The fact that the school is equipped with a great
variety of hobbies provides ample opportunities for intellectual and emotional ex-
pression through the arts, debates, dramatics, music and crafts. And the fact that
the schoo! is coeducational makes it possible to have these in an environment
where varied opportunities for experience in social as well as emotional training and
expression appear natural and in their propar setting. Sanawar, therefore, is able to
provide to both boys and girls an invaluable training for better life adjustment and
happiness in our highly competitive civilization.




Founder's 1965

Headmaster’s Speech
4th October, 1965

May I begin at once by saying how uniquely honoured indeed we are by the
presence today at our 118th Founder’s of Mrs. Indira Gandhi! I am sure that there
is not a single one of us here, and indeed throughout the country, who does not
realise how desperately busy she must be helping to make history in the direction of
the destinies of our country in its hour of danger, and I really cannot find words with
which to thank her.

I trust she will find reflected in our School Concert, in our P. T., in our Arts
and Crafts rooms, some measure of the gratitude which we all felt when first she
accepted our invitation to Founder’s. In fact everything the children have done has
been inspired by the hope that they would be rewarded by her presence in Sanawar.

1 have gone into past records and find that, though we have prided ourselves
on being a co-educational school, never previously have we enjoyed the privilege of
being honoured by a lady as our Chief Guest. The fault has obviously been ours,
and I am very glad indeed that Mrs. Indira Gandhi has set a precedent which we
shall follow in the future. I know that we are guided largely by tradition and it is
for this very reason that we are able to adopt something that is good and new.

Now, it is always very difficult for a Headmaster to decide quite what to say.
The never varying ritual of Founder’s demands an address by the Headmaster, and
" ritual also requires the reading of a school report. Mercifully, for my audience, in
particular for the staff and children who hear one all too often, I shall be brief, and
this for two reasons: firstly, our Board of Governors, whose meeting normally
coincides with Founder’s has been unable to meet, and consequently, you are spared
a school report, and consequently, I shall not have to give you the dismal news that
our School Certificate results have been good, that three of our young cricketers have
been selected by the Northern India Cricket Association for coaching with a view to
selection to represent North Zone in the Inter-Zonal Cricket Championship,—and this
will certainly put them on the Cricket Map of India,—that last year the School won
the Inter-Public School North Zone Athletic Championships, and finally, that the
validity of our experiment of doing away altogether with examinations as tests of
assimilation, has been accepted by the Education Commission and will find a place
among the appendices to its report. My second reason is, and this is much more
important, thatI am sure you are more anxious to hear your Chief Guest than you
are your Headmaster and quite rightly so.




Before I request Mrs. Indira Gandhi to talk to you, I feel it is my duty to
answer many unspoken queries which must be in the minds of the many parents who
have defied the emergency to be with us today, and those queries must relate to how
safe their children are in Sanawar,

That is a question I cannot answer—perhaps Mrs. Indira Gandhi could tell
you more about this—, but I can tell you what we have done and the possibilities
for which we have prepared. Forgive me for using the royal and Headmaster’s
“ we”’; when I say “ we” I mean the staff as a team and nothing else.

. Firstly, parents have an absolute assurance from us that we shall look after
their children to the utmost limit of our capacity so to do.

Secondly, we have practised the children in drills to safeguard them against
fire and against an attack by air, whether by day or night and whether they are in
their class-rooms, sleeping in their dormitories, or otherwise engaged. Those drills
have been practised to such an extent that the children can now be in their allotted
positions of safety within a minute to a minute and a half of an alarm being given.

Thirdly, every member of the staff, including the senior members of our class
v staff, have been instructed in the more practical forms of first aid. First aid
boxes have been installed wherever they might be needed throughout the School and
in all staff quarters. We have also, as you know, our own school hospital. Fire
fighting parties and fire fighting equipment have also been arranged. We have also
had to consider the remote possibility that it might be necessary, should the situation
worsen, to evacuate the chiidren and staff in case of a threat of real danger.

_ The plan for this evacuation includes the possibility of evacuation’ along the
Kalka-Ambala-Delhi route if public transport is available and if the route is open. It
also includes the possibility that this route might not be available to us and that
public transport might also not be available. As an alternative we have mapped a
route through the hills to Dehra Dun, viz: Dagshai-Kumarhatti-Nahan-Paonta
Sahib-Dehra Dun. We have contacted all the important civil officials in this area and
also those others in a position to help,—very fortunately the Deputy Commissioner
of Nahan was a Cadet in the I. M A. when I was an instructor there—and we are
satisfied that we could trek the distance involved, a little short of a hundred miles, in
twelve to fourteen days, walking at a rate to suit the smallest of our children.
Sﬁpplies and water are adequate, and the Deputy Commissioner at Nahan has
volunteered every assistance possible, including the prospect of transport for the very
young. We are particalarly grateful to Shri Bachan Singh Bala, whose sous have
been here and now his grandchildren, who has also offered help with regard to trans-
port.










You will be glad to learn that Mr. J. A. K. Martyn of the Doon School has
offered the School refuge and shelter if ever it becomes necessary. This is truly a
most generous and wonderful offer of help, particularly when we consider that there
are about 550 boys and girls of all ages and about seventy staff with their families to
be provided for. I can hardly find words with which to express our deep sense of
gratitude to the Doon School. Our relations with the Doon School have always been
extremely good, and this more than generous nay princely offer of help will serve to
cement further the bonds of friendship between us.

But what has been our greatest strength has been the morale of the children,
409, of whom are children of officers in the Armed Forces, many of them on active
service. This attitude has been an inspiration to us all. There have been cases of
children who have resolutely refused to leave the School even when their parents have
come over long distances away to take them home. Only two parents withdrew their
children, and I feel that our children thoroughly deserve the wonderful parents they
have. :

May I take this opportunity to thank all parents for their exemplary attitude !
I realise what it must have cost so many of you to be separated from your dearest
ones at a time of emergency and what a degree of agonised appraisal it must have
meant for you to accept the fact of separation.




The Speech Delivered by Mrs. Indira Gandhi, Union
Minister for Information and Broadcasting.
dth October 1965

Mr. Headmaster, Parents, Students and Staff of Sanawar School.

It always gives me tremendous pleasure to visit any school, especially one
that is up in the hills. And so I am very glad that [ have been able to come here, and
at a moment like this which is rather a difficult moment for our country.

Education in India has always been held in very high esteem. But in earlier
times it was reserved for only a few privileged people. Now it has extended to the
remotest areas, and it has gone down to all levels. It is also very much more impor-
tant to us than it used to be, because we are a democracy and a practising democracy,
‘which means that each citizen, each individual, has certain privileges, and he also has
certain responsibility, and to discharge his responsibility he has to have knowledge
‘and understanding of problems.

So you come back to the fact that educationis a foundation for any
individual to become a good citizen. Education is not only what you learn in your
class-room, or on the playing-field, or in your arts and crafts section, or even in
the companionship of your teachers. It is something more than all of these. It is
a training of the mind: to be able to grasp new ideas, to judge people, to adjust to
changing situations or conditions, and to learn to gather experience or to gain
knowledge from whatever happens and from people you meet; so that it is continuous.
It does not finish with school or with college, or even with postgraduate work. It is
something that goes on from the day one is born to the day one dies.

Now, your Headmaster has just pointed out to us how brave the children of
the school have been and how well the parents have risen to the occasion. You have
all read in the newspaper how very courageously our officers and men have fought on
the battle-field. But I can tell you from personal knowledge that courage is not
confined to the people or the men of the armed forces; but it is a quality which is
shown through all our people.

I have recently toured all the border areas to see how civilians have suffered,
the damage that has been done, the number of people lying seriously wounded in
hospital, and nowhere, even in these danger areas, did I see any panic. There’s only
one question, and that is : “ Please tell us what we can do to help.” Now thisis a
very good spirit, as I am sure you will all agree, and it is one which has given great
strength and courage to the entire nation,










