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Bejug the Magazine of The Latrence School, ‘Sanafn&r, Simla Hills.

A YERR ONWARD

Friday, the 6th March, saw the Home Parties in School. Yellow mimosa
at the Bakery ; the Sparrows (temporarily) in No. 9. The Cricket XI are issued with
boots; the Hula Hoop craze; “ Staff and boys go practising *—cub-reporter, Anil
Malhotra (“ H—H?!”—Ed.) Cherry trees in tight bud, primula and brave pansies;
a new thermos for Staff Elevenses, H.S. Kochhar and Nair on a visit; the H. M.
goes shooting with his blunderbuss. Labour Quota at Chocolate Hill (the exhausted
Staff ride back to School). Mr. Rawat organises a trip to Nangal, Asha Nanda
visits us en route to St. Bede’s ; the Graham-Joneses come to say goodbye and Mr.
Kate enjoys himself in Paris,

April Fool’s Day a success ; * test fever ” rampant; Mrs. Lyall takes her girls
to Bhakra (ices all the way and back); Shakespeareana present St. Joan, Henry V
and Macbeth ; Mrs. Rhind visits the School; The Boys’ School thrives on ducks’
eggs ; Foundation Day Picnic and Arun Maira at Shaktighat ; Mr, Kate returns.
Summer kit, the cuckoo and the Siwalik House show. Asha Narang’s visit and
Inter House Boxing ; Peter Kemp forgets to eat *‘ the other half” of his chapatti.
April showers, Boxing Finals, Cricket and Hockey matches.

Mark Reading and the mid-term break. Indu Bhatia (O. S.) marries in Delhi.
Barne Memorial Cricket, Inter-House matches; the Historical Society meeting ; a
shortage of blades in the Tuck Shop ; the Y. P. S. Cricket match (Home) Bhupi and
K. K. Soi (0. S.) visit us; a prowling leopard near Jabli, B. C. S. Boxing and Cricket
(Away). Mark Reading ¢ fever ’; snakes near Nilagiri House ; Beethoven (and sna-
cks) at the H. M’s. The Cavalieros (British Council), Anjon Mehra and Naresh
Bahadur (O. S.) pay us a visit.




The Canadian and New Zealand High Commissioners’ visits coincide with
Inter-House Tennis. Canon Peacey (a former H. M. of B. C. S. and contemporary of
the late Bishop Barne) visits us. The XI defeat the XIth Brigade at Cricket; a
Music Recital ; Bulbul and Vijai Nair look in ; the cows go on strike—diluted con-
densed milk for breakfast ; Film—An alligator named Daisy ; Hodson Run heats ; the
rains came. Inter-House Swimming, Soccer and Badminton ; the Hills (British Coun-
cil) visit us; End of Term Social.

Kanchan Mohini (O.S.) is married; Mr. Kate has a birthday ; it rains in
torrents, The Renaissance Ballet Troupe the highlight of Independence Day Cele-
brations—ogling fishermen, sparkling legs, flirtatious men, winsome Manipuri maidens
sinuous arms, writhing bodies, celestial music, distraught babies, Saurashtrian roman-
ces, testing boars. Her Twelve Men projected; Arun Kapur gets a lot of birthday
¢ presents >’ from the Sixth Form (G.D.). The Delhi O. S. dine at Gaylord’s; Rakhi
observed and Peter Lee arrives. Y.P.S. Soccer (Home) ; Athletics, ballet dancing,
the Toy Soldiers, Badminton, Netball and Table-Tennis practices, the never ending rain,
figure marching puzzles, chair drill enthusiasts. Mr. G.D. Soundhi shows us stills (in
colour) of Japan, Europe and sunset over the North Pole.

The Ellises of the U. K. High Commission drop in; Yog Raj has a birthday,
the G. K. Quiz, a Maths Society Meeting, a Junior English debate, Mullick’s Aunt’s
(Madhu Mehra’s) birthday. T. A.B. inoculations, mumps, ‘flu, Miss Rudra has
appendicitis. The Sparrows move to Kate’s (the new Prep. School Building. The
Michacls visit us. She is an old Sanawarian—1939 vintage). Mr. Cowell up on a
brief visit; A Sunshine Holiday—rain in the evening; Shot-Put and Long Jump
record broken.

Gandhi Jayanti celebrated. Dr. Sushila Nayar, one of our Governors, spoke
to the Senior School about Gandhiji with whom she had been so closely associated.
It was touching to learn that Gandhiji was held in such esteem abroad that when the
representatives of the Indian Government were unable to protect Miss Nayar
from travel difficulties in Belgium the moment it was known that Miss Nayar had
been Gandhiji’s disciple not only was her missing luggage restored to her, but she
was speedily escorted to her destination in comfort.

Founder’s was as satisfying as 'ever. The Chief of Army Staff endeared him-
self to the children, our Governors were appreciative of all our efforts, our parents
were proud of us, and our children were magnificient.

“ The Mellow warmth of candle light half filled the curtained room

Her curly head with chin in hand; gold-glistened in the gloom :

The burning logs with scented breath sent forth their fireflies.
“Mummy! said the little girl ”’, does the General never die ?”’

We enjoyed our two days’ holidays and then made up our minds to settle
down to studies.




The G.D. Inter-School fixtures with St. Bede’s and Auckland House—Net-
ball, Badminton and Table-Tennis, and the Ballet Mira in the evening by special
request. Our piano pupils. won good 'marks from the Music Examiner. (Thank
you Mrs. Thomas for coming to our aid.) Inter-House P. T. was judged. The B. D.
practised Athletics for the triangular meet at Patiala, and Hockey for the Y.P.S.
and B. C. S. fixtures. Mr. Vijay Chand Katoch paid us a flying visit en route to
Simla. The P. D. Sports were a pronounced success. The Head went on tour in
connection with the Govt. of India Merit Scholarship Interviews. Miss Rudra had
her appendix removed at Chandigai’h and passed on the “infection ” to Miss Kavery.
The mid-term break and Diwali coincided. The girls who remained in School went
picnicking and visited the cinema at Kasauli and had parties as well.

The H. M. returned for a brief interlude. Blasting operations by Garden
City and on Monkey’s Playground commenced. Bulldozers were in impressive
action. Many Boy Hours of Labour Quota were registered. Inter-House Netball
and Table Tennis in the G. D. The Preppers challenged L-III in Hockey and Inter-
House Hockey was played off in the B. D. The warm sunny days were replaced by
chilly -cold winds, followed by a spell of rain and hail and evening fires (in Staff
Quarters). The Staff had a party for Service friends_from Kas. and Dagshai. The
" Cambridge Exam., commenced and the School Tests, soon after.. Miss Kavery
returned to Mrs. Som Dutt’s care after her appendix op. = The usual round of parties
cheered us.up. Prize giving and the Social were all that they should be and on the
5th and 6th December we left by Home or School Parties. '
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The Headmaster’s Speech

FOUNDER’S DAY
4th October 1959.

Mr. Chairman, Sir, Ladies and Gentlemen,

May I welcome you all to the 112th Founder’s of this School? We deeply
appreciate the honour and kindness that you have done the School in leaving so
many important duties waiting you, in order to come to Sanawar, some of you from
considerable distances away. This is always a source of encouragement, giving us
a feeling that we are not alone.

It gives me great pleasure to welcome General K. S. Thimayya, DSO, Chief
of Army Siaff, who has so kindly consented to be our Chief Guest, particularly when
as we know, he must be very busy indeed with problems which the international
situation has so unfortunately created. I am sure that he carries with him the good-will
and prayers of everyone assembled here today, as he does these of everyone in the
country. There is an added satisfaction in his presence. In former years the
Commander-in-Chief was most intimately associated with the School. He was the
President of the Board of Governors and rarely failed to attend a meeting. Conse-
quently, your visit is, as it were, a revival of an old link, and I am giving away no
secrets, Sir, when I tell you, that when the children heard that you were to be our
Chief Guest, they put in that little extra effort in their rehearsals and preparations
for Founder’s, which has rarely ever been witnessed before. We are very proud
indeed - to have you here and deeply conscious of the honour you have done us and
can only say, ‘“ Thank you for coming ”.

I should also like to welcome, very warmly indeed, the new members of our
Board of Governors, Dr. Miss Sushila Nayar, M. P., General Kalwant Singh, and
Mr. Sondhi. It would be needless to refer to the high standing which they have in
the country. 1 can only say that we are most exczptionally fortunate that they are
on our Board, and we look forward, most keenly, to their close associaton with the
School. It has been my constant wish, that memters of the Board of Governors, as
far as this is possible,—and I know this is not easy, as they are so busy in affairs of
the country,—should visit us, not only at meetings of the Board, but at any time
they wish to stay with us and for as long as they can, in order to get to know us
thoroughly. General Kalwant Singh and Mr. Sondhi, our new members, have
made such visits to the School, and Dr. Sushila Nayar most kindly came a day in
advance cf the mceting to tour the School. T do assure you that we welcome these
visits and look forward to them very keenly.
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I am afraid, as usual I do not intend to submit at this meeting an annual
report of the School. This is normally presented to the Board in May. With your
permission, Mr. Chairman, I would like to content myself with commenting on the
more interesting aspects of our School life, since last Founder’s. ‘

Naturally, our examination results are the most important. Whenever I
speak of these, I am always guiltily reminded of gatherings, at which, if a child be-
haves with extreme foolishness, a father, with any presence of mind, at once suggests
to his guests that it is a bit of the mother’s family coming out; on the other hand,
when the same child astonishes everybody, not excluding the father, with a display
of brilliance, its father, hurriedly takes the credit and declares the child the split image
of himself at the same age. Fortunately, our examination results last year do not
require either of these forms of conceit. Our children were neither extremely foolish
nor were they very brilliant.

The results were reasonably good. There was only one failure out of 37
children who appeared. A great many who passed the Overseas’ School Leaving
Certificate Examination would have secured a First Division had they done a little
better in the English Language paper. As you know, no matter how brilliantly a
child does in other subjects, the Cambridge University Local Examinations’ Syndi-
cate does not award a First Division, unless the candidate secures a Credit in the
Language paper. Over the last two years we have been working very hard at
improving the standard of English in this School. Naturally, we have had to start
at the bottom, doing whatever patch-work and repair that is possible in the middle
and upper schools, and, therefore, improved results will not be apparent immediately,
We hope very much that in the near future the bugbear, not only of a possible
failure in English, and, consequzntly, the whole examinaticn, but the effort to obtain
a Credit in the Language paper will be a thing of the past. Very similar remarks
apply to Mathematics. Quite a few children in the upper school loathe Mathematics.
The fault is, obviously, not theirs, and Mathematics is not intrinsically uninteresting.
The whole Maths. Staff, under the guidance of the Senior Master and Mrs. Sikand,
a brilliant Maths. Teacher, are examining both whether our syllabus is appropriate
and our methods of instruction suitable. Naturally, there are strong teachers and
weak teachers, and it is not always possible to suit the syllabus to the teacher or the
teacher to the syllabus and, either one or both, to the child being taught. Itis
not an easy problem to solve, but we hope that eventually we shall do so.

This year, we have done away with examinations except of course the Final
School Leaving Certificate. Examinations serve a useful purpose but suffer from far
too many defects to have any lasting value. We have, instead, stepped up our
monthly Mark Keadings. Each Mark Reading is preceded by a number of almost
daily assessment tests, and the averages of these tests are shown in the monthly
Mark Readings. Children find this new method a great deal more satisfactory.
They have only to work steadily, all through the year, or to do a little better where
they have done a- little worse, to obtain a satisfactory result at the ¢nd of the year.
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Throughout, they are able to measure their own progress. The Staff, too, is in a
much better position to assess the needs of a Form or the needs of particular chil-
dren. Naturally, all this means a great deal more work for the Staff. The number
of corrections that have to be done can readily be appreciated. It also requires
absolute integrity not only in the setting of tests but in the correction of written
scripts, and, human nature being what it is, a system of supervision to ensure this.
Fortunately, we have a staff that are not afraid of work and who also have the
necessary integrity of purpose. Certain examination drills, however, are conducted
for the benefit of those in the final years. This is necessary to give them experience
of examinations before they sit for the final School Leaving Examination. That this
new method is a success, is evident from the Mark Reading Sheets. Formerly, the
top positions were always taken by Govt. of India Merit Scholars, partly for the
reason that they are clever, but mainly because of the ever present incentive they
have, to do well, failure involving the cancellation of their scholarships. Now we
find that a great many other children, who are not Govt. of India Merit Scholars,
are finding their way to the top, among the Scholars, without any compelling
incentive behind them. Formerly, these same children worked by fits and starts,
particularly before examinations, and consequently, their Mark Readings were never
an accurate assessment of their natural ability.

‘ We are also laying greater stress on the teaching and study of the Sciences :
Physics, Chemistry, Biology and Health. India must have its future scientists and

we hope, thus, not only to help the country but to help our children find a better
place in it.

Last year I mentioned that we would be introducing a tutorial system which
was to form-an integral part of the normal school curriculum. We have been able
to -arrange this, particularly in the lower Forms, without necessarily upsetting the
normal School programme. These tutorials, for which naturally we do not charge
an anna, not only help the weaker child but enable the teacher to encourags and
bring them upto scratch.

Turning from the mind to the body, the health of this School has been
exceptionally good, and we have been able to ward off everything in the form of
epidemics, and very fortunately, the capacity of the hospital has never been taxed.
This is a tribute to the constant care of the R. M. O. and his very efficieut Staff, the
healthy and almost Services’ sanitary conditions in which the children live,—again a
ribute to the R. M, O. is due,—the constant care which the Steward and the Matrons
in charge of the kitchens exercise over the food, and the personalised care which the
Matrons in charge of the dormitories take in the personal cleanliness and turn out
of the children in their charge. Two of our Matrons today are wives of House-
masters. This makes a House very much of a family which is exactly what it ought
to be. But, while on the subject of health, 1 cannot help saying, more in sorrow
than in anger, that quite a few parents are still very remiss in their obligations.
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Children, who have been in contact with infectious diseases, still continue to arrive
to the obvious danger of others. This is something which can definitely be stopped,
but only with the cooperation of paréuts. For example over 809, of the children who
returned in March, had not been given the very necessary T. A. B. inoculations.
It will readily be appreciated what a grave danger this is in such a close-living
community as ours.

While on this subject I should like to express the thanks of the School to
Colonel Bhatia, the Chief Medical Officer, Punjab Government, who has never
failed to come to our assistance. Very sincere thanks are also due to the Central
Research Institute, in particular Dr. Thomas, who invariably come to our aid. Only
recently when a child returned from leavé with Enteric, it became necessary to protect
the whole School aganst this disease. The Central Research Institute sent a team of
doctors for three days and more than 800 inoculations were given. They neither
charged us for the service of these doctors so nobly given, nor for the serum itself
We are also deeply indebted to the Officer Commanding, Military Hospital, and
the Medical Officers and the Nursing Staff, who, again and again, help us. These

remarks apply in equal measure to Dr. Joseph, the Supermtendent of Lady Linlith-
gow Sanatorium, and his Staff.

At games we have had our usual ups and downs. At Hockey we won our
1st XI fixture against the B. C. S., but not our Colts’. . Against the Y.P.S. we lost
both fixtures. At Soccer our Ist XI drew with the B. C. S. and lost to the Y. P. S.
The Colts won both matches handsomely which encourages us to hope for better
results in the future.

It takes years for a game to takeroot in a school. Experience has to be
built up. I refer to Boxing which is only just beginning to come into its own again,
and though-we have yet to beat the B.C.S., we beat a very gallant and sporting
Doon School side by seven events to four mainly, I think, because we were a great
deal more physically fit.

At Cricket, which is, of course, our chief game, we entered into the spirit
of the B. C. S. Centenary celebrations by allowing them to beat us,- but our Colts
who won both their matches against the B C.S. and the Y. P. S. have indicated
by the margin of their victories, that this spirit of generosity is not likely to be a
permanent feature. I have no intention, however, to belittle the B. C. 5. victory.
It was very well earned. A most pleasing feature of our fixtures with the B.C.S.
is that there is, today, a very much healthier spirit, and even though there is intense
rivalry, in no case has good sportsmanship been affected. In this behalf we owe a
particular debt to Dr Dustan, Headmaster of the B. C. S.

I am sure it will interest you all, and in particular Mr. Sondhi, that an idea
that has been at the back of my mind for the last three years, will at last mature
through the generosity of Y.P.S. The B.C.S., the Y. P.S. and ourselves will meet
in a Triangular Athletic Meet at the end of this month. This will encourage the
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development of athletics in the School. Formerly we competed within the School,
and though the Inter-House competitions were really keen, there is nothing like an
Inter-Schools’ Match to bring out the competitive best in a boy.

A most encouraging feature of the Hodson Runs, which is one of the most
gruelling physical tests of stamina that we have in the School, has been the increased
number of children who qualified in the preliminary heats. This is a remarkable
testimony of how fit the children really are. To those who don’t know what the
Hodson Runs are, other illustrations may prove easier. Children in Sanawar think
little of a hike to the Pinjore Gardens and back the same day, or of a trek to the
Thapa picket which you can see away to the South East. Quite a number leave
Sanawar on Saturday afternoon to walk to Simla arriving there the following day.
The ability to undertake these really strenuous hikes, purely for pleasure, must spell
fitness, determination and stamina. As Kipling said in one of his books * Send
him to Sanawar and make a man of him *’. That is exactly what we are doing.

Our girls also did well in their annual fixtures, winning all their events,
Table-Tennis, Badminton and Net-ball, against Auckland House.

We are very glad indeed to have with us today Mr. & Mrs. Cavaliero of the
British Council. The British Council has been -most helpful ; but even more than
the practical form its kindness has taken, we appreciate thc personal interest they
have in this School. It was through the kindness of the British Council that we
were able to send Mr. Kate, the Bursar, on a tour of the great Public Schools of
Britain, to study their approach to the very similar problems that we face here. Iam
sure you will be very glad to learn, that Mr. Kate feels, that our methods are not
in any way inferior to - those adopted in many British Public Schools. The
British, as you know, are a very conservative people, and Mr. Kate feels that,
though in some ways our methods are superior, what he did appreciate intensely was
the spirit behind whatever methods were in use, old or advanced, the devotion to
duty and the sense of vocation. He learned a great deal and we are greatly indebted
to the British Council. Mr. Kate was most interested in the percentage of the bud-
get spent on food. Tn Britain it averaged less than 20% as compared to nearly 40%
which we spend in his School: This means that we havea great deal less to spend
on other equally necessary purposes. The British Council are most keenly interested
in our Library, and have helped, and bhave promised to help, stock it with books
which will appeal to young people. It has also been through its good offices that
we have with us a young British School Leaver, Peter Lee, who is immensely popular
not only with the Staff but with the children, We are delighted to have him, and even
now I anticipate the pain when we shall have to part with him when he leaves in
July next year. We have with us three other School Leavers today, as guests, and
we welcome them very warmly. '

The British Information Service also has been most kind in showing us and
lending us a series of films. They have also,been kind enough to give ns something,
we had wanted for a long time— a film-script projector on a never, never return loan
basis.
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1 am often put questions by parents about what their children should take up
or do after they leave the School. These are very difficult questions to answer and
might be a great deal easier if we could keep the children a little longer with us. They
leave us just about when they are beginning to come into their own, and it is not
easy to assess their aptitudes at this early age. I look forward, very keenly, to the
day when we can keep them at least another two years, either to take the Higher
School Certificate Examination or the Intermediate, if the latter examination survives.
Many of our boys go on to join the National Defence Academy, where we have over
40. 1 have on record a letter from the last Commandant, that without doubt, the
Sanawar boy is about the best material yet entering the Academy. Two of them
won the Sword of Honour—one in Dehra Dun and one in Jodhpur. Another in
Cochin won the Admiral’s Telescope which is a very high honour indeed. At the
last passing out parade in Dehra Dun, another of our boys missed winning another
Sword of Honour by the narrowest of margins. I am sure the presence of General
Thimayya amongst us will encourage Sanawar to volunteer in greater number for
a most honourable and selfless service.

But for a number of reasons, and these are in the main lack of information,
many parents want to send their children into business firms. Here also we have
been fortunate. A great Amercian oil company, is keenly interested in recruiting
future executives from Sanawar. The tentative proposal is to watch careers of
selected boys through their university training and then, provided they have done
reasonably well, to send them to the United States for 2—3 years’ training, after
which they come back to the country in important executive appointments. Last
year, this company was kind enough to select five boys. Our boys appealed to a very
important executive, who made the selection, as extremely balanced children, and
this is obviously a tribute to co-education, which, undoubtedly, does produce the
balanced integrated individual, with nome of those unhealthy inhibitions so com-
mon in more monastic institutions.

Before we leave the question of curriculum and examinations, I would like
to remind you that there is a vast field of School activities, that are almost as im-
portant, but do not normally figure in the examination results. These are easily
lumped under that rather horrible term ‘cultural activities,” but it is difficult to
think of any other term unless ‘formation of character’ is used. T will not dwell on
the place, which the acceptance and exercise of responsibility, takes in this School;
the children virtually run it and that they do so admirably is testimony to their good
sense and the sense of traditions laid down by former generations of children ; but
they are such things as P. T., Carpentry, Painting, Sketching, Music, Needlework,
Indian Classical Dancing, Debates, English, Maths., History and Science Societies.
Not every child will adopt Carpentry as a career, nor will every child bscome a
musician or dancer, but it is nice at least to have tried. Again, not every child is
blessed with a singing voice, or an ear for music, though many more possess them
than think they do, but you can get so much more fun out of life, with the rudiments
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of music and singing made clear to you, that I feel sorry for those who. have never
had the opportunity. A famous English divine once wrote, in connection with
another school, that he had appreciated the singing beyond measure and deeply
regretted his own lack of a singing voice. He went on to write that he had made
an appearance on a public stage when he was a young boy and had to sing a song
called “I would I were a bird . At the end of the first stanza a voice was heard
from the back of the hall saying grimly that he would he were a gun, and that fini-

shed his career as a vocalist. 1 don’t know if there is a moral to this. T expect
not.

I apologise for jumping from topic to topic, but I must mention our new
constructions, the Prep. School Dofmitory and Dining Hall. This owes its concep-
tion and planning to Mr. Kate, the Bursar. He not only planned every detail of work
but with the kind assistance of Mr. Ashfaque Husain managed to raise the money to
build it. Members of the Board of Governors will be dining in the new dining hall,
and I am sure they will feel that the building is a good- thing. The shifting of  the
Prep. School girls—Sparrows—to this new dormitory has made them a great deal
happier, as they now live in their own age-groups. The dormitory hitherto occu-
pied by them will be converted partly into a very much larger library—we are very
overcrowded in our present one—and will give us a large class-room fitted with
visual aids to teaching. This we have long wanted.

I would very much like to be able to build a new dining hall for the senior
boys who are, at the moment, in a converted. dormitory which is not entirely satis-
factory, but this will depend on how, when and where we. raise the necessary funds.
As you know, the Govt. of India is not agreeable to assisting the Public Schools,
and, consequently, we have to depend very much on ourselves. At present, let
alone new buildings, our main problem is to keep our existing buildings in a state
of reasonable repair, which, in an area of landslides, is not easy.

There are today 290 children on our waiting list, which is a' record figure
and only those children go on the waiting list who are likely candidates for-admission
in the age-groups where vacancies might arise. Some of these children are registered
for admission in 1965. Since we have our own Preparatory School, the only vacan-
cies will be in age-groups 6 to 7 plus, and we shall not normally be able to admit
any children above this age. I must make quite clear the priorities which we are
adopting when alloting vacancies. These are’firstly Govt. of India Merit Scholars,
not because they are ‘Govt. nominees, but because they are poor children who come
up the hard way and deserve every encouragement. The second priority is the order
_ of registration. In the order of registration children of members of the Defence
Services enjoy priority to the extent of 40% of vacancies. Any departure from this
list of priorities would impunge the integrity of the School.
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I am sure members of the Defence Services present will be very pleased
indeed that the Defence Merit Scholarship Scheme to the extent of 20% of the seats
occupied by their children is being revived. These scholarships are on a most
liberal basis, and will include parents with a ceiling of income of Rs. 1199/- p. m.,
who will enjoy exemption from half school fees. Those whose salaries range from
251/- to 599/- will enjoy full exemption from school fees. Those whose incomes
are below 251/- will not only enjoy full exemption from school fees but will be eligible
to a great many other allowances varying-according to the extent their income is
below Rs. 251/- from clothing allowances, cost of journey to and from the School,
railway fares, together with fares on account of escorts and pocket money which will
include expenditure on essential toilet articles. 1 would strongly advise all Service
parents to take full advantage of this scheme.

I should like to conclude by saying that this School, like any other school
which is worth anything, is built on sacrifice; the sacrifice of parents who steel their
hearts and scrape the bottom of their purses in the interests of their children. We
are also deeply in debt to the members of our Board of Governors, some of the
busiest people in India, who yet cheerfully give a by no means inconsiderable part
of their time to discuss Sanawar and its problems. On our side, there are few
professions where so much sacrifice is made as among school masters and school
mistresses, sacrifice of Ieisure ( we get little enough as it is; even our Sundays are
devoted to meeting parents and relations ), sacrifice of inclination and feelings and
often of prospects. Now a sacrifice is not an end in itself, but a means to an end,
and our Board of Governors who are responsible for this vast community, would
never accept all this sacrifice with a clear conscience, unless it believed that the end
was being attained.

To quote a previous Headmaster of this School, thereis something in the
world far and away beyond more personal contentment, and it is after that some- -
thing which we in Sanawar are striving.
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An account of the Speech by General K. S. Thimayya, DSO.
Chief of Army Staff.

0

FOUNDER’S DAY
41 October 1959.

General Thimayya, speaking in a delightfully informal and humorous vein
said that he was both happy and proud to be our Chief Guest and that, although
he had been trying to visit the School for the last two years, something or other
had prevented him from doing so. He said that he had thoroughly enjoyed his
visit and added, “° T am particularly proud I am here because of the military tradi-
tions that prevail and also because you have a military officer as your Principal .

He referred to the lack of the right material forthcoming for the Armed
Forces. He said that it might mean that the country did not possess the material
or that the schools in general were to blame in not putting across the right type of
education. It was consequently greatly inspiring to visit schools of the type
represented by Sanawar.

He then said that the qualities required in the Armed Forces were qualities
which were required in any sphere of life: health, self-confidence and courage,
integrity, honesty and the ability to distinguish between right and wrong. Given
good basic education, a boy with these qualities could be turned into a soldier.

He referred to the propensity some boys have in some public schools of
working out, while still at school, what pay they would like to draw and the pensions
accruing at 55, and felt that such thinking revealed a sad state of affairs.

Reminiscing on his own School Days he said he was fascinated by what he
saw of Army life in Bangalore: ‘‘Soldiers marching past with bands and drums,
medals and noise . This was what had attracted him at first. He had also wanted
to have a good time and sece the world. He had never thought of joining the Army
to fulfil a wish to die for his country. It was only as one developed that one realised
what an honour it was to defend one’s country and, if necessary, to die forit. And
consequently he had joined the Army, not for pay and pension. In fact he doubted
if he would have any of his pay left when he retired. The only officer he would be
grateful to would be the Managing Director of Grindlays who had most kindly
tolerated an over draft from the time he was a 2nd Lieutenant to his becoming a
full General.
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