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A YEAR ODWSRDS

Friday, the 7th of March saw Sanawarians back in S’na only to find
everything looking the same as before, except for the swimming pool, which
bore signs of having been worked upon. The Sparrows had their own Miss
Jansen and the School, lots of new children. The film, the Cattle Queen of
Montana, resulted in numerous gunfights on the pavement. March the 10th,
(Black Monday) was spent in collecting textbooks and stationery and, two days
later, the Sixth began their nightly reading of Macbeth. The rest of the
boys pretended to do roadwork at Garkhal and, subsequently, on the bridle-
path to Dharampore. The Festival Match ushered in the Cricket Season
which coincided with Prep, weighing and measuring, water scarcity and the
Labour Quota’s unenviable task of transporting sand which was as heavy as -
it was expensive ! Mr. Kemp bravely grappled with the Hobbies’ lists; the-
Staff, with Promotions and Demotions; and the Senior English Society, with an
inquiry into the need for the retention of English as the national language of
India. '

The School Prefects had tea at Bungalow No. 1l; the hiking party
went hiking; Monty’s bunk was overflowing with language spoiling reading
matter {confiscated comics); the Senior Hindi Society sang their verses; we
saw educational films (clay-modelling, cricket and bicycles and commercial
films ( Jaldeep ); the boys got shorts and gave in their grey bags; while the




exhausted Staff had a Club Dinner. (Great Aunt Guddi groaned over the April
Fool pranks.) Early in the month we had rain which washed out games, a
holiday and a social for the S.C. results, a Possibles vs. Probables Cricket match,
an invasion of O.S. and the Himalaya House Saturday Club Show. Mean-
while the girls played hard at their hockey, and welcomed Miss Cheryan their
new piano mistress. The Preppers hailed their new matron, Miss Hatfield, as
the Mr. Saleem Khan of the Prep School, while the angelic Sparrows warmed
the cockles of Mary Ayah’s heart. The gardens were a riot of pansies, poppies,
petunia, anchusa and gypsophila.

More educational films (The Long Flight, the migration of wild geese,
Outward Bound and Sea Scouts); a Foundation Day Picnic at Broken Bridge -
(a boy saw 12 water snakes) and Eagles’ Nest (roast chicken and Battoo’s
extrafeathery-creamy chocolate cake); well chosen topics at the Geography
Society; dog-days and boring Sundays, and gate crashing into the Preppers’ car-
toons were middle of April features. Inter-House cricket (B.D.) and Inter House
hockey G. D.), Mr. Arnold-Brown’s visit from Hyderabad, Sudarshan Sehgal’s
wedding at Kasauli, picture curtains in the Needlework Room, an invasion of
Inspectors, a subsequent School Concert (Inspector ki Report), a Hindi Debate
and a holiday highlighted the end of the month.

May brought the mid-term break (Pinjore and Simla), the Lovedale
travels, new School Ties from Ireland, the Barne Memorial Cricket Match and
Supper on the flood-lit pavement), the 2nd XI trip to Simla, khud cleaning,
the summer hailing blue jacaranda by the War Memorial, the Ist XI vs B.C. S.
victory (Home) followed by another win against the Y. P. S. team, a Mock
Parliament, another holiday (“Hurrah for cricket and down with gullidanda,”
enthused Grand Nephew Guruditta as he guzzled Charlie’s Sindi Kalakand),
while the stalwarts of the Boy’s School stamped out khud fires.

The girls played badminton and tennis, the boys practised Hodson
Runs; Siwalik House had a Saturday Club Show (Coconut, a calypso featuring
Shiv Mehra, Monty, Sonny and Kenneth Maharaj); History enthusiasts bab-
bled about life in ancient Crete, a schoolboy’s account of the French Revolu-
tion, the Han Dynasty’s administration of China and. Gregor Mc Gregor’s
stupendous hoax on the civilised world. The end of May saw the Inter
House Boxing finals, the P.D. Hockey finals and water bottles for sale at the

Tuckshop.

June started with educational films (Cambridge and Oxford, An
English Village and the Lake District), a soccer match with the Modern School
team, a visit from Asha D(hawan), and a Science Society meeting. The Staff

2




Club had another dinner and Housie. The Last days of Pompeii and some

~Preppers’ films were shown. Vindhya House staged the third Saturday Club
Show of the season and the girls played off their tennis matches. The British
Council sent up some more educational films which taught us about coaching
and goalkeeping. The next performance of the Saturday Club show was
presented by the Girls’ School. The Folk Dance and Indian puppet show
were big hits. The whole School sang community songs in the interval.
(Green grow the Rushes-O!) There were four short films for the Preppers
and the Senior School saw Nicholas Nickleby and attended a Music Recital
before the Half-Yearly Examinations which clashed with the Inter House
Soccer tournament. We got weighed and measured, were entertained by the
Preppers to a Saturday Club Show and rounded off the term with frilly picture
curtains in the Mistresses’ C. R. (a symphony in green and heart failure for the
Bursar), cinema shows and a social.

Early August saw us back plus Anil Nehru who had come to bid us good-
bye, minus Mr, Mukherji who had taken study leave and Miss Joshi, who
was to be married, and in whose stead we welcomed Mr. and Mrs. H. Sikand
and Baby Kiran who went to live in Stone View. Independence Day was a
Servants’ Day. Soon after, the Filteration Plant was installed and a Swim-
ming Gala arranged. Shyam Kak and Marwaha resembled fish. The School
XI trounced the H. M’s XI but got a wigging from the 1lth Brigade. There
was a very short “short >’ of Macbeth. Harish Gidwani came up on a visit.
Swimming, the Y.P.S. Match and the film, The Conqueror, followed in quick
succession.

Some robbers made an unsuccessful bid for Mr. Wad’s Kashmiri silver
tea service. Founders’ preparations commenced. Miss White (O. 8S.),
addressed the School on the Sanawar of her times. The boys had their
favourite ““tindas for lunch. Siwalik big game hunters chased a stray dog
that liked Monty’s bunk. Raksha Bandan left the brothers a little (or a lot)
poorer. The girls put in some hard practice for the Auckland House matches.
Mr. Saleem Khan had the G. K. enthusiasts guessing, and the frivolous Staff
had yet another Social. This time, by the Swimming Pool.

Quo Vadis, screened in September, caused Mr. Jagdish Ram to call for
rakes to extinguish the fire. Sonny Mehta, who got cramps while swimming in
the shallow end, was fished out by Kak. Navina Sundaram had a birthday.
Shyam Kak (nearly) drowned in the deep end and was hauled out in time by
Stout Siwalikan Prefects. The Tuckshop was closed for stocktaking. The boxers
were weighed. Half of them were under weight and half ovet weight. Kind
Hearts and Coronets was projected. The O. S. Room over Nilagiri Bath House
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was nearing completion, the mazdoors making an all-out effort, and Ms. Sehgal
sat up embroidering the School Flag till the early hours of the morning.

The heavens turned the taps on. It rained cats and dogs in the evening
and became cold at night. (Great Aunt Guddi borrowed Mr. Saleem Khan’s
Kangri and some live coal from Dead Eye B. Singh). Athletics practice was
cancelled. Arms and the Manp recalcitrants drove Mr. Gopinathan to distrac-
tion; the hikers went to Pinjore. Brig Verma’s sumptuous lunch made G. N.
Guruditta’s salivary glands flow) and Kenneth Maharaj Singh’s Band provided
the noise at the N.C.C. practice. Would-be boxers went to see some bouts at
Dagshai; Nilagiri won the Junior English Inter House Debate. (Cherubic
Nagpal was tops.) The N.C.C. was presented with “full armour”; “Googly”
made great inroads into Biology and Chemistry; Figure marching (with lighted
torches) in the evening, resulted in a temporary disappearance of candles from
the Tuckshop.

The weather deteriorated; the darzies worked overtime; indoor rehearsals
reached a fine frenzy; jumping was postponed; and the anxious Staff and
harassed children became glummer and glummer.

Came the 3rd October and blue skies and bright sunshine, Shri Kirpal,
the Board and our Fairy godmother. The P.D. Concert was outstanding, the
Tattoo astounding, the Parade was impressive, the Staff play romantic
(Mrs. Lyall: Frederick! At last! Bhupi: Cecily! At last! Jolly: Gwendolen! At last!)
(We made the couples embrace for at least ten minutes). The Féte wasa
swindle, the School Concert a success, with the O.S. Dance as a climax. We
took Monday off and did our jumps on the Wednesday.

Roop Narang had a birthday, the Senior School its P. T. competition.
The girls beat the boys at netball and vice versa at table tennis and donned
their winter kit of scarlet blazers. The Maths Society had a meeting. The
girls left for Simla, won laurels for Sanawar, and received a hero’s welcome on
return, earned a holiday for the School but lessons for the Sixth and a magni-
ficent tea from Mrs. Nanda. (Great Aunt Guddi was sick with indigestion,
excitement and rumination.) The Boys’ hockey XI beat the Army 7-6. We had
a social in Barne Hall to the lovely strains of Mr. Pillai’s Bright Boys; there was
lighting trouble at Preptime; the hockey teams left for Y. P. S;; and we had a
holiday for the Head’s birthday. November started with some British Council
visitors, and a medley of matches. The girls had Inter House netball. The boys
had hockey and boxing with B.C.S. and then on to Dehra Dun to box with the
Doon School. Diwali was as usual. Count Curly, alias Sarvjit Lorai, toek -on
Mr. Bhupinder Singh (Dead Eye) at target shooting but grand nephew Guruditta
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laid his shirt on Davinder Singh for sharp shooting. Mrs. Nanda played hop-
scotch with the Sparrows and Mrs. Bedi dispensed coffee, and Mrs Kemp, cream
buns at Elevenses. Mrs. Lyall wanted to give prizes to all the geniuses. In
between whiles we saw All the Brothers were Valiant, The Caine Mutiny and
Nav Neet as well as Peter Pan and Wendy and Hansel and Gretel although
we’re not Preppers. The Prep School had its sports and did brilliantly
at lessons, so Miss Rudra had to help Mrs. Cherian decide who should get
prizes. Mrs. Thomas had such clever dancers and Mrs. Kate such expert actors
that Children’s Day was a succession of plays, songs and butterfly dances.

The examinations were so deadly that we had chalk fights for Elevenses.
Roof studying caught on, so our cardigans and skirts got ruined. The malis
went on strike as the seeds weren’t ordered early. The trees shed their milli-
ons of leaves and the sweepers were disgusted. The weather became arctic and
a delicately etched snowline was visible beyond Simla. Backache became the
fashion, so the red lamp was in action. Happy (almost) broke her head and
hurt her finger. End of term was its usual round of parties and goodbyes. The
kindly Headmaster sent us all down to Delhi; the Bursar (God bless him)
arranged for us to see the Exhibition.

Bishop Barne:

The reference to Bishop Barne in the report of a talk which was pub-
lished in the last issue of the SANAWARIAN has pamed a number of Old
Sanawarians who have every reason to idolise him.

The Editor hastens to disclaim any responsibility for or agreement with
views expressed in the Magazine. In any case, in this particular case, they do
not represent School opinion. Consequently, it is felt it would be doing the
the memory a of very great man disservice if the matter is pursued further.

(1]



The Headmaster’s Speech

<03
FOUNDER’S DAY

4th October, 1958.

Ladies & Gentlemen,

It gives me great pleasure to welcome Mr. P. N, Kirpal, Secretary to the
Govt. of India, Ministry of Education, as our Chief Guest at our 111th Founder’s.
Our pleasure is all the greater for the reason that it is the first time that our Chairman
himself is presiding over our functions. We have always wanted this, and I am
particularly grateful to Mr. Kirpal for so kindly agreeing to the unanimous wishes of
the whole School that he should preside. I do not wish to embarrass Mr. Kirpal by
referring to his experience, the great number of his interests and activities, except to
say how very pleased we are that he is on our Board of Governors.

We hope in future to be able to welcome the new members on our Board
of Governors, namely Dr. Sushila Nayar, Membel‘of Parliament, and Lt. General
Kulwant Singh who is at present officiating Chief of Army Staff. With your per-
mission, Sir, I should like to welcome Mrs, Ammu Swaminadhan who is on the
Board of Governors of our sister School at Lovedale and Mr. Thomas, the Head-
master, and Mr. Srinivasan who have come all the way from the South.

The Headmaster of another great school, the B. C. S., with whom we have
been associated for almost a 100 years, has honoured us with his presence today. We
are particularly grateful to Rev. & Mrs. Dustan who have so kindly found it possible
to come up for Founder’s. Also with them have come Mr. Brown, the Senior
Master, and Mr. Advani, the Bursar, who are equally welcome,

We have with us more Old Sanawarians present than ever before, and we
have also received a great many telegrams and messages of good wishes. As I said
last year their presence in Sanawar is an assurance of past integrity and an incentive
for the future. I hope they will enjoy themselves in spite of the bad weather we have
been having. Not least among our Old Sanawarians, we weloome Mr. & Mrs. Vyas.
Mr. Vyas, as some of you may know, was a Housemaster in Sanawar for great many
years. He has now been specially recruited by the Govt. of India as a member of
the Indian Administrative Service. I feel very happy to welcome them both and wish
them every success. I must mention Miss Joshi, who is not here today but who left
us last term to get married. She was one of our most loved and capable House Mis-
tresses, and we miss her very much indeed. I am sure you will all join me in wishing
her every happiness in her married life.



Then, I should like to say how very pleased we are to have with us my
brother, General Som Dutt, Director of Military Training, and Mrs. Som Dutt, and
also Brig. and Mrs, Bhagwati Singh and the Service Officers and their wives from the
garrisons in Kasauli, Dagshai and Subathu. We have always relied on them for help
and they have never failed us.

Lastly, and by no means least, we welcome the many friends we have and the
parents whose presence not only encourages us and the Staff, but also the children.

I do not intend to give here a very detailed report on our activities this year.
It would take perhaps too long, and a recital of mere routine is rarely entertaining.
But I should like to refer to some of the more interesting aspects of our School
life.

Firstly, our results in the Overseas School Leaving Certificate examination
were reasonably satisfactory. This is the first time since 1947 that we sent up so -
many candidates for the examination. These included a number of children who had
joined us fairly late in their school career. Nevertheless, of the 38 who sat for the
examination 11 passed in the First Division, 17 in the Second and 7 in the Third.
There were three failures. Two of them were unable to make the requisite groupings
of subjects. One boy failed in English Language which is a compulsory subject.
Even though he secured Credits in every other subject, I do not feel that the Cam-
bridge Syndicate’s insistence on a minimum standard is a bad thing. The results of
our monthly Mark Readings this year have been satisfactory throughout the School
and encourage us to believe that our results in the future will be as good, if not very
much better.

1 should like to refer also to the cases of those children who are weak in
studies. I am mentioning this because parents, 1 am sure, would like to know how we
tackle this problem. We ourselves are very much alive to it. The children who are
weak fall into two categories : those we know are weak and those whose parents feel
are weak. In the latter case I would ask parents to bear with us. The essence of
our system is that a child should develop as a whole. No amount of high marks
will compensate a child, if in his attempts to secure these, he is found lacking in effort
or interest in his fellow students, his environment, his games and his hobbies. The
experience he gains in the enjoyment of these activities will stand him in good stead
all his liff much more so than knowing that Mt. Pappa, in Burma, is an extinct
volcano or that H,O is another term for water., But we do have with us the problem
of the genuinely weak children. These, in almost every case, are limited to late

.entrants. Parents write to us asking that private tuitions be arranged and express
their willingness to pay for it. Private coaching as such -is not a very good thing
except in the case of new admissions who may be weak in one or two subjects.
Otherwise, it makes a child dependent on a crutch, when our main object is to make
children rely on and trust their own developing talents. In Sanawar we do not per-
mit private coaching on payment, as it leads to a number of abuses. But this does
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not mean that nothing whatever is ‘done.. Our results in' the Overseas School Leaving
Certificate examination alone: belie this; ‘The - problemt is tackled in two ways.
Firstly, new admissions are definitely helped to reach the standard of other students
in the subjects in which they:are weak. .. Secondly, the . Senior Master, Mr. Kemp, is
making a start with a system that will make our present tutorial classes a part of the
School time-table, when weak children can and wnll be glven extra instruction, with-
out either cutting in to the normal time-table of instruction or cutting in to those
precious hours which are available for games and out of class activities. This system
has merit, achieves results and has none of the demerits of private coaching. It will,
undoubtedly, have to be limited to the lower forms and will also mean that fewer
subjects will be learned, but these latter will be the really important ones.

We are placing increasing emphasis on Maths. and Science in Sanawar. This,
I feel, is in tune with the requirements of our rapidly .developing country. India
very greatly needs its technicians, scientists and engineers. Some children have
found this increasing emphasis on these two subjects unpopular, but if ws can make
our methods of instruction more interesting, and this we are constantly (rying to do,
there is no reason why these subjects should not become of the most absorbing
interest.

Perhaps, the most interesting development has taken place in the Prep. School

where Miss Rudra, the Mistress I;C, has very ably and most energetically put into
practice a number of new trends and ideas. These changes are being initiated very
gradually indeed as must most things in a school, and it will take some time before
they are fully established, for it would be wrong to apply a cut and dried plan toa
living organisation like a school. As we, who are older, know experiencs, pleasant
or unpleasant, is the key-note of what we learn, and therefore, there is every reason
for introducing -experience, the ablest of teachers into our schools. The aim of the
new system which . might be termed }earhing throught activity is to provide opportu-
nities ;for -each individual child to learn through his own .experience and activity, at.
his pwn pace and according to his own mental age, in an atmosphere-of - that -friendly.
heip and guidance so necessary for the very young. -Naturally, this requires of, the,
teacher a store qf.lmag_\r}at_lor; initiative and organising ability. - She must be able to.
create opportunities: for individua! progress as well as for group and class work.,
Fortunately, we have staff qualified and able to do this.  Under this. system a -child.
is: encouraged to feel the .need for mastering basic skills and daily prepares himself for.
fife; starting from' the known in his environment to the. unknown through, experience
and 'aqii&ity. Environmental studies which include History, ¢ reography and -Nature.
Study, ‘are learnt ;hrough centres of interest giving.children ample opportumty for.
.exploration;, obsetvatlon and group adjustments. The same ideas extend to-Art, Music,.
Drama and Physical Edugation.  Tn all these directed ativity.plays a very important
part.-. The child’s energy, imagination and intellect are chagnelised -to give full: 'scope .
for- the all .round developments of the individual. The esssnge of this system is that -
- it is better for a child to be able to say ‘I have experienced’ than to say ‘T know’.
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Throughout the School constant care and planning has enabled every child
to have opportunities for development of capacities whether for Art, Music, Drama,
Painting, Handicrafts, Dancing and Music. A measure of what has been achieved
can be viewed in the Arts and Crafts Exhibition room and in the Concerts which
some of you have seen and others yet have to see, A notable and encouraging acti-
vity has been the provision of facilities aad: time for reading for pleasure. There has
been a most encouraging response, and the numbcr of children taking books from
the library has exceeded" anythmg known in' the past Thls isa very good thing, as
the habit of reading once acqu:red lasts thrbughout life T

We were recently mspecled by a Commlt;ee of edl;catxomsts appointed by
the Govt. of India, and, . Tam sure, you-will be glad to know, that they commented
favourably on the tone of instruction, the great attention: given: to: ‘Hindi, and the
methods of instruction in Science and-in the teaching of Painting dnd the Fine Arts.

We were able this year to send two parties of children on excursions, one to
the South and one to Kashmir. The programme to the South had to be amended at
the last moment on account of the scare caused by cases of food poisoning. The
excursion to Kashmir was an unqualified success. The cost for a month’s stay, inclu-
ding travel to and from Kashmir, did not exceed Rs. 265/- per child. They were able
also to learn some of the crafts for which Kashmir is famous. A few examples of
what they have been able to make from what they have learnt are on display in the
Art and Crafts Room. Some of them also made a trip to Amarnath doing the whole
journey from Pahalgam to Amarnath and back in three days, which is a remark-
able feat of endurance and adventure. The total distance is in the neighbourhood of
sixty five miles. i

.. With regard to games, we have had a reasonably successful School. year,
particularly in Cricket which, as I said last year, is the game for which Sanawart has
always been famous, - The one month’s break we-had ‘in summer. has affected: our
football fixtures with either schools, and I don’t see how we shall be able to continiie
these fixtures, as unless the B. C. S, or the Y. P. S; change their fixture cards, we shall
never be able to ccmpete with them at Soccer. 1t:is possible that next yeat we might
be able to "raise - the standards of athlétics in the School if an idea I have meets with
the approval of the Y. P. 8. and the B. C. S., namely that we run an’ Inter-Schools
_Athletics Competition at the Stadium in Patiala. So far. Inter-Schoo]s Competmons :
in Athlctlcs have never been a feature of our fixture card: T

Health :] am very glad indeed to say that the'health of the children has been
good. There have been fewer admissions to the hospital. : The number attending
morning medical inspection ‘has been smaller, and; what is of significant interest, the
number of children who -qualified in.the preliminary heats for-the Inter-House Ath-
letics has almost trebled. This last is a most encouraging testimony to the stamina,
endurarice, ‘and physical efficiency of the children. - The Health Insurance Scheme,
initiated this year, has proved very beneficial. we were visited in turn by the Eye,
the Ear, Nose and Throat, and the Dental Specialist. Details of the examinations
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and their recommendations were forwarded to parents wherever necessary. This
peﬁodlcal examination has contributed very greatly to the health of the -children and
to -a knowledge of “their needs.” How very necessary these exammatlons are can be
‘judged from a smgle mstanee - A boy'had as many as 45 tecth in his -head, 13 more
than are ‘really necessary. . None of these extras were domg him any good and could
in course of tlme have done hls Jaw 1rreparable harm

v Fmance As I sa:d last year, we were able to balance our budget, and this
year we have been able to do the same. When it is realised that in former years the
School used. to receive a recurring grant-in-aid of over a lac of rupees, and now
recéives not one anna, this is no small achievement. Not only have wé been able to
balance our ‘budget, but we ‘have also” been able to put away approxxmately
Rs. 23,000/ towards. Depreciation and to make a net saving of Rs. 49,386/. In addi-
tion,  the -extreme generosity of parents and well-wishers has helped us to build up

~an Endowment Fund- which at present stands at a figure of Rs.22,000/-. Great
credit goes to the children and the Staff who have made every effort to avoid wastage
of any kind, but I should like to thank in particular Mr. Kate, our extremely able
Bursar, without whose constant care, vigilance and planning this would have been
1mposs1ble .As some of you may know, Mr. Kate was selected by two Selection
Commlttees for appointment as Principal of the Hyderabad Public School where, [
am sure, he would have been most successful. Very fortunately for .us, and equally
unfortunate]y for the Hyderabad Public School, the Government of Andhra Pradesh
did not accept.the unanimous wishes of the two Selection Committees, and conse-
quently, M:r'._ Kate has been spared to us, wh_ich for Sanawar is a very good thing
indeed. T.hoilgh our financial position is not unsatisfactory, I cannot help again
referring to our need for financial assistance for the purpose of maintaining the extre-

‘mely large estate we have inherited until such time as.we are able to” build up finan-
cial ‘reserves’ of our own. Without this financial assistance we shall be unable to
laurich any bold or ;progressive experiments so necessary for the development of a
livitrg organisation like a school. ‘We have no wish to increase fees, but buildings

"and.land must be maintained, and maintained properly, in particular in the hills where
land-slides - are ‘only too frequent.  The Government has been extremely generous to
‘us‘in‘the past, and T would appeal again to’ its generosity not to turn off the financial
tap 'siiddenly, a tap that has flowed for over 100 years, but to do it gradually until
we can stand on our feet with real confidence in future. ‘We must have money to
maintain our buildings or we shall lose them. To maintain our buildings from fees
means that educatlon must suﬁ‘er

Lastly, as usual, 1 should like. once again to.pay- trlbute to the children of the
School. - Tt .is they who' run it not through committees and parliaments but from a
-sense of tradition and from-their own sense-of what is good and just and right. The
Prefectorial system which this results in is the essence of all Public Schools. The
fact:that schools can be run by children on these lines is a most encouraging factor in
Indla where students are compelled or encouraged to use strnkes and demonstratlom
as-a means of expressing their ego.
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